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A Word 
From the Translator 


and revered teacher Maulana Mufti Mahmood As 
Usmani (may Allah benefi 

After reading it, I was inspi 

so that my english-speaking brothers may also 
from the vast but comprehensive knowledge 

the booklet. [ myself have 


end, Alhamdulillah, only with the infinite mere 
race of Almighty Allah, this booklet was completed, — 


T have tried my best to translate it word-to-wor 
obviously it is not Possible as every language has 
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medium of expression. Therefore, any defects or mistakes 
in the translation should only be attributed to this 
humble translator, not the revered compiler. 


Lastly, I would like to express my thanks and 
gratitude to my revered teacher Maulana Mufti Mahmood 
Ashraf Usmani (may Allah benefit us from his knowledge) 
for his permission, encouragement and valuable pearls of 
advice which guided me from beginning to end and made 
my task very much easier, 


T also thank all those brothers who helped in any way 
to compose and publish this translation. 


I pray to All mighty that he makes this booklet a 
means of guidance for\its readers and keep us all stead- 
fast on His deen ty 1 the day we meet Him. Amin 


Muhammad Umer Ibn Ibrahim 


11 


A Word 
From the Compiler 


@ & @ 


Islam is a complete way of life wherein all aspects of 
human life have been outlined with comprehensive 


guidelines, through which any person can attai 
unparalleled prosperity and comfort in this life alongw 
the eternal success of the Hereafter. 


socio-economic relations and moral conduct; at th 
time, they also cover those very delicate day-to-di 


where recreation is life's main object with the 
virtually revolving on sports and amusements 
the other hand some religious circles, through thei 
life, have implicity given rise to the ideology that Is 
confined only to ibadat (worship), taqwa (fear « 
and the dos and don'ts. And give the impress’ 
there is no scope for live-heartedness, amuse 
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cheerfulness in Islam, irrespective of the fact that 
live-heartedness and amusement played a vital role in the 
ideal way of life as conducted by the Messenger of Allah 
we and the Sahabah te, where at the same time taqwa 
(fear of Allah) and ibadat (worship) were at the highest 
unparalleled level. 


As a teacher at the Jamia Ashrafia, Lahore and a 
lecturer in a Jamia Mosque, I gave many presentations on 
this subject. Then after being transferred to Jamia Darul 
Uloom, Karachi, I was entrusted the task of writing a 
detailed fatwa (legal verdict) on the above subject which 
has been approved by the elders of the Jamia, mainly 
naming Mufti Muhammad Rafi Usmani, Grand Mufti of 
Pakistan and Justice Mufti Muhammad Taqi Usmani. 


I am very much grateful for their guidance and 
assistance in the compilation of this fatwa. May Allah 
Almighty reward them most profusely. Amin. 


This fatwa was first published in the Albalagh (Urdu) 
monthly magazine in four parts and it proved to be 


beneficial for its readers. Therefore, it is now being_ 


Almighty. (Al-Qur'an) 

Hi bb: 
Requesting YourDua's 
Ashraf Usmani 


ee. 
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Amusement and Play 


And its limits in Islam 


Before understanding the Islamic rulings on 
amusement and play, we must bear in mind the fact that 
the most valuable asset in the life of every human being i 
those valuable moments which are rapidly and constant 
ticking away day by day in the form of seconds, minut 
and hours. If these valuable moments are spent in 


correct manner, everlasting peace and succ 
achieved in this world and the hereafter. On th 
if these same valuable moments are utilized 
way and wasted, eternal loss and devastatio’ 
outcome. In order to emphasize the importal 
of these moments, Allah the Most High says 
Qur'an after taking an oath by the time: 


79005 Seen a 5e2 oa alee 
Wes yen) Sill Sy oe oS SLY 
Fale als Sale pats ea 
By the time, every human being is indeed 
great loss; except for those who have Iman, 
accomplish good deeds, enjoin each other the 
truth (i.e. order one another to perform all 
kinds of good deeds and abstain from all sorts 
of evil deeds) and enjoin one another to acquire” 
patience (Surah Al-Asr) i ' 


The late Grand Mufti of Pakistan, Shaikh Muh amr 
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live-heartedness and amusement played a vital role in the 
ideal way of life as conducted by the Messenger of Allah 
C4 and the Sahabah >, where at the same time taqgwa 
(fear of Allah) and ibadat (worship) were at the highest 
unparalleled level. 


As a teacher at the Jamia Ashrafia, Lahore and a 
lecturer in a Jamia Mosque, I gave many presentations on 
this subject. Then after being transferred to Jamia Darul 
Uloom, Karachi, I was entrusted the task of writing a 
detailed fatwa (legal verdict) on the above subject which 
has been approved by the elders of the Jamia, mainly 
naming Mufti Muhammad Rafi Usmani, Grand Mufti of 
Pakistan and Justice Mufti Muhammad Taqi Usmani. 


I am very much grateful for their guidance and 
assistance in the compilation of this fatwa. May Allah 
Almighty reward them most profusely. Amin. 


This fatwa was first published in the Albalagh (Urdu) 
monthly magazine in four parts and it proved to be 
beneficial for its readers. Therefore, it is now being. 


May Allah Almighty accept 


benefit from it as much as pos 


And this is not even a bit hard 
Almighty. (Al-Qur‘an) 


Requesting YourDua's 


Ashraf Usmani 


Amusement and Play 


And its limits in Islam 


Before understanding the Islamic rulings on 
amusement and play, we must bear in mind the fact that 
the most valuable asset in the life of every human being is 
those valuable moments which are rapidly and constanth 
ticking away day by day in the form of seconds, minut 
and hours. If these valuable moments are spent in oP 
correct manner, everlasting peace and success Wi 


if these same valuable moments are utilized in 
way and wasted, eternal loss and devastatio: 


Qur'an after taking an oath by the time: 


yes hod ah = (J oy ot 
29 ga eleteie Ste a eee 
pal lyelps Guu elyge 


Lae 


truth (i.e. order one another to perform 4 
kinds of good deeds and abstain from all sor : 
of evil deeds) and enjoin one another to acquire ~ 
patience (Surah Al-Asr) * a 


The late Grand Mufti of Pakistan, Shaikh Muham 
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Shafi J Wi i, in his famous commentary on the Holy 
Quran, Ma'‘ariful-Qur'an, has written regerding this 
Supa ‘ 
/ ah the Most High hag put the human being 

/ onto the line of business\and trade by giving 

/ each and every person a span of life, which is 


aluable capital and source of 
investment, so bhat/they may use their 


est this valuable 

=prafitable works nor in 

ND 

Au eventually lose 
} his is not any 


is supported by 


€s up invests his 
ss. Then, either 


believe, should I not show you such 
ich will save you from a tormenting 


Even in this present day and agé,p 
achieved by those who utilize the 
manner and safe, 


ition and has‘despis 
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punishment. (As-Saff:10) 


Since it has been proven that time is the most 
precious investment and the human being is 
its investor, then in normal conditions, it is 
quite obvious that this investor is indeed in 
loss. Why? Because the capital is not a compact 
merchandise that can be put away for a couple 
of days and brought into use after a while. 
Instead, it is a liquid commodity which is 
constantly on the flow. Its investor must be 
smart and cunning in order to derive profit 
from a flowing commodity. This is why a great 
scholar, when he arrived at the shop of an 
ice-seller commented, “Looking at this 
ice-seller's trade, the commentary of Surah 
al-Asr can be understood, that if this ice-selli 
is even a little negligent in his duty, 
capital will melt and flow away.” For thi 
reason, Allah the Most High by taking a 
by the time, has warned the human b 
to be negligent in the four-element ¢ 
formula described in Surah al-Asr. 
save himself from utter loss 
recognize and appreciate the value 
every minute of his lifetime and uti 
four-elements." (Ma'ariful-Qur'an 8:8 


f / y 
al world, orily thalpe son 
is fully dedicated in his work at 


fose/prdq Dielagetter ’ 
bY 


ed those who complet 
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this reality and choose to make their lives a means of 
amusement and fun. 


Verses of the Holy Qur'an regarding amusement 
and play: 
eae LL Ty Doni 2%. (AGP a6 Sed 2 
de 3 Jed SS I CH ges () 
ae Die eg EG) Nob Dds ole eal) 
1. And from amongst the people are those who 
purchase idle talks (i.e. music, singing etc.) in 
order to mislead (people) from the path of 
Allah without knowledge and take it (the path 
of Allah) by way of mockery. For such there 
will be a humiliating torment (in the 
Hell-Fire). CnamsnG) 


SH eg PE Se als He AS 
2. So leave them to plunge in vain talk and 
play about, until they meet their day which 
they are promised. (Al-Ma'arij:42) 


ani fc pti ch SG le 35 


S526 oS U5 OU 
3. And if you ask them (the hypocrites about 
their hypocrisy), they will say, "We were only 
talking idly and joking." Say, "Was it about 
Allah, His ‘ayaat (signs, verses, lessons) and 
His Messenger tht you were mocking. 
(At-Taubah: 65) 


p8ete 2 », 2307 ots 
Oyal ee BAe “ii bce 
4. Say, "Allah (sent it down).” Then leave them 
to play in their vain discussions. (al-An'am:91) 


Sifals chy Ab al Cat Ol es th Jal Ke 
5. Or, did the people of the towns then feel 
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secure against the coming of our punishment 
in the forenoon while they were playing 
(al-A'raaf:91) 

Sisal phy ogracel y! SRE, re oF rest G (a) 


wt: 95 any 
6. There comes not unto them an admonition 
(verses of the Qur'an) from their Lord as a 
recent revelation except that they listen to it 
while they play with their hearts distracted (by 
evil things). (Al-Ambiyaa: 2) 


Spal 8 Bea ier 


7. On the contrary, they are playing about in 
doubt. (Ad-Dukhan : 9) 


< 25-18 4 728% 

Syl pe GA gd ESD es 
8. Then woe that day to those who are pla 
in falsehood. (At-Toor : 11-12) : 


the ee | en ey 


Cal5 IGA 5H aL Seas 
9. And when you proclaim the 


or are you one of those who play @ 
(Al-Ambiyaa: 55) ' 


Bll ES Ils Ol ots ee 


11. And leave alone those who ta’ 
religion as play and amusement and y 
worldly life has deceived, and re 
through it (the Holy Qur'an) lest a 
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this reality and choose to make their lives a means of 
amusement and fun. 


Verses of the Holy Qur'an regarding amusement 
and play: 
je ped cash 5g BEALS AN 55() 
cae se og) A! AG deg le 5, a 
1. And from amongst the people are those who 
purchase idle talks (i.e. music, singing etc.) in 
order to mislead (people) from the path of 
Allah without knowledge and take it (the path 
of Allah) by way of mockery. For such there 


will be a humiliating torment (in the 
Hell-Fire). (Eaaman:6) 


a. BBe de ae 2th sin 2 
fea ri su Ge iNs 5 Nye gome Paya (y 
Sykes 


2. So leave them to plunge in vain talk and 

play about, until they meet their day which 

they are promised. (Al-Ma’‘arij:42) 

Abi JB Cally Bi SIS ae B55 cr 
O58 G5 625 p23 LT 

3. And if you ask them (the hypocrites about 

their hypocrisy), they will say, "We were only 

talking idly and joking.” Say, "Was it about 

Allah, His ‘ayaat (signs, verses, lessons) and 

His Messenger tht you were mocking. 

(At-Taubah: 65) 

Dhede os 2, 2397 ats 
Oya ee (apis Ea cs 
4. Say, "Allah (sent it down)." Then leave them 
to play in their vain discussions. (al-An'am:91) 


Sia hy fee ih Sb diet NS. ice 
5. Or, did the people of the towns then feel 


3 


<a 
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secure against the coming of our punishment 
in the forenoon while they were playing. 
(al-A'raaf:91) 

Py pee e 2238 8 A 38 2 267195 
Syl BS EY SA A aE 
6. There comes not unto them an admonition 
(verses of the Qur'an) from their Lord as a 
recent revelation except that they listen to it 
while they play with their hearts distracted (by 
evil things). (Al-Ambiyaa: 2) 


Oya De ach L(V 
7. On the contrary, they are playing about in 
doubt. (Ad-Dukhan : 2» 


8. Then w woe that day to hoes who are playing 
in falsehood. (At-Toor : 11-12) F 


j 


alg 13h LS SEN Si 56 Ba 
9. And when you proclaim the call towa 


salah, they take it as a mockery and 
(Al-Ma'idah : 58) b 


HEM Gs EN SSL IEG 
10. They said, "Have you brought us the tru 
or are you one of those who play abow 
(Al-Ambiyaa: 55) 


. 


BS ES Iyaly Co ae GLH aN SG 
ERETK st Sa bly S35 t 


11. And leave alone those who take th 
religion as play and amusement and whom th 
worldly life has deceived, and remind 
through it (the Holy Qur'an) lest a 
destroyed for what he has earned. (a 
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3255 ee Oy 5 ES Ca yh US vy 


eal ’ ( ae ast 
ei MES IG SSA SE 
12. The worldly life is but play and pastime. 
And if you believe and fear (Allah), He will 
grant you your rewards and will not ask from 
you io wealth. (Muhammad : 36) 


Fishes eal ss SIM CURA G5 (vr 

Oslin Si S855 Sail 
13. And the worldly life is nothing but play and 
amusement and the world Hereafter is far 
much better for those who fear (Allah ie. are 
pious). Will you then not understand? 
(Al-An'aam : 32) 


oN Sy Cals 3 Sy GI BS oe 5 (1 
SLT Jy ch oS 


14. And this worldly life is nothing but 
amusement and play and verily the world 
hereafter is the eternal life. Indeed, if they only 
knew! (Al-Ankaboot : 64) 


re Ny Had io All 33 Fo al Leu Bre 
§ aily 
which Allah has is better than 


Ny nd business.” And Allah is 
s. (AJ-Jumuah : 11) 


verses 
aforementioned verses were 
non-believers, but by merely 


15. Say, "The 
any amuseme 
the best of proyi i 


A brief summary o 

Although most o 
revealed concerning th 
studying the translation, we can conclude that the verses 
contain a common meaning and reality within 
themselves. And what is this reality? The reality is that 
the difference between a person who's life is spent 
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according to its true purpose and a person who is 
constantly indulged in amusement and fancies is like the 
difference between the earth and the sky. The former life 
is the ultimate aim and object of Islam while the latter is 
contemptible and repugnant to the teachings of Islam. 
The former is the life of a faithful believer whose sole aim 
is success in the life hereafter. The Honorable 
Companions (Sahabah ) and the pions scholars of 
Islam were its best examples. The latter is the life of the 
negligent and non-believers who have no true purpose in 
life and do not have faith in the Hereafter. 


Briefly, Islam emphasizes a life to be spent with a 
tree PUZpOse and aim wherein its precious time is utilized 


That is why in the Holy Qur'an whe 


ree et 278 

Spb A Ahi g2 b Gay 
And they (i.e. believers) are tho se wh 
away from vain (talk, falsehood etc.) ee. 


ate 


Likewise, where the distineniahinee 
who are most nearest to Allah Almight 3 
is also stated. : 


US Noe Al i 
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feature of an intelligent and ideal Muslim is that he keeps 
himself far away from absurdity and non-beneficial act- 
ivities as mentioned in the ahadith reported by Tirmidhi 
and Ibn Majah that the Prophet of Allah 3 said: 


ot rly yell dey LS rey anti Ulo oy SI 
GUS ob oly GLEN aly) aii eo sy Lal a anti el 

een] 
The intelligent person is the one who keeps 
himself under control (i.e. keeps an account of 
his actions) and strives for the Hereafter. And 
the foolish person is the one who lets himself 


follow his carnal desires and (at the same time) 
has a baseless longing for (the mercy of) Allah. 


This same meaning has been interpreted in another 
hadith as p+!» (husni islam) i.e. the righteousness and 
essence of Islam. The Prophet # has said, as reported by 
Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah, Imam Ahmad and Imam Malik: 


pe yerl gily Sle oly) dein YO AS ji pall pel cpm oye 
@Se-) GUS Lo 
Abandoning non-beneficial things is included 


in the beauty and righteousness of a person's 
Islam. 


Since the words used in the Holy Qur'an and Hadith 
to denote non-beneficial acts are 5) (lahw), —¥ (la'ib) and 
x (laghw), it would be appropriate if their literal mean- 
ings be explained: 


ON ole de BUS) do gy y deny Le OLY! fats Le: yell 
a 


'‘Lahw’ is all those things which make a person 
negligent of important matters. 


awe 2 Lol baled OS 131 OG CS coal 
(AWA ob tAlisy mre 


‘La‘ib’ is anything that is done without a 
correct purpose. 


Lal ad fod abst Sb cp Laie JS yay : yall 
(ASV bya pads SUS) 4,15 Le AUS ay galls 
‘Laghw’ is every useless talk or act in which 
music and everything which distracts a person 
from important matters is included. 
The permissibility of enjoyment in Islam 
Until now, all the Qur'’anic verses and ahadith that 
have been mentioned, contain one meaning i.e. we hay 
been ordered to safegard our time, spend our lives in | 
most beneficial manner by striving to fulfill the pu 
we've been created for and abstain from ‘lahw’, } 
laghw’ i.e. all useless activites. 


However, this dos not mean that : 


is necessary that this sort of enjoyment : 
enjoyment within the boundaries laid do 
‘Shariah’ and does not fall within the categor 
Taib’ or ‘laghw’. Bi. 
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The famous commentator of the Holy Qur'an, Allamah 
Qurtubi «te ia, has written: 


(08 bt eat)  preai Sol lal 5 3 ally 
Enjoyment is a particular pleasure felt in the 
heart at the acquirement of anything 
favourable. 
When this enjoyment reaches the state of self-conceit 
and arrogance, it becomes prohibited as stated in the Holy 
Qur'an: 


art th fh re Pp ae 
be MVM Cay 
Do not be conceited as Allah does not like those 
who are self-conceited. 


If this enjoyment does not reach the state of 
self-conceit and arrogance but is merely a pleasure of the 
heart and happiness based on gratitude for the bounties 
of Almighty Allah bestowed upon him, then it is 
commendable as mentioned in the Holy Qur'an: 


Say, “With the bounty of Allah and His mercy, 
with this they should enjoy". 


In another place while praising the people of Jannat it 
is mentioned: 


cba thi RELY Soe 
They are enjoying what Allah has bestowed 
upon them of his bounty. 

Such enjoyment behind which there lies a beneficial 
cause is proven from the lives of the Messenger of Allah 
#2 and the Companions 4. The Holy Prophet = did 
not only permit such enjoyment, but actually declared it 


to be a means of attaining reward from Allah The Most 
Exalted because of the beneficial cause behind it. Where 
we find the life of the Holy Prophet #2 filled with constant 
effort and striving in the worship and remembrance of 
Allah The Most High, teaching and propagating the 
teachings of Islam, participating in Jihad and managing 
the socio-economic and internal and external affairs of the 
state, there we will also find from time to time glimpses of 


playing and enjoyment which will be explained in detail 
later on. 


Agility and alertness are desirable in Islam 

The reason why purposeful enjoyment has bee 
permitted in Islam is obvious. Islam disapproves 4 
laziness and indolence and emphasizes agility ar 
alertness. As a matter of fact, Islam is a natural reli 
and Allah The Most High has sent down co 
in accordance to the nature of human-beings. 
the Shari'ah stresses that the commands o 
Most Exalted be acted upon with full am 
whole-heartedness instead of dullness and un 


The disapproval of laziness and bored 
approval of agility and alertness can be prove’ 
following verses of the Holy Qur'an and Ahadi 
Holy Prophet 3. 


premade eu 
1. And He (Allah) has not burdened you in 
religion with any hardship. (al-Anbiyah: 78) 


ah SENG th DA 
2. Allah wants easiness for you and does not 


want difficulty for you. (al-Bagarah : 185) 


«<3 
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BE dW Joy cto tges dv oy uate ge cr 
Ce AS BIOS sy pele Ol BSL OS gb op UL 
3 rte ehas ge Baby) cir Ue Nyse “Ups yay 451 
ell op IG ILS Js) und Lo (3 Of GLa 

(EWiphrrrsve 


3. Sayyidah Aishah {yr «lli_-», narrates that the 
Prophet # passed by some people who were 
playing in Madinah, so he stopped and stood 
by them and I was looking at them from 
between the two ears of the Prophet # while 
he was telling them, "Carry on playing O Banu 
Arfida! Let the Jews and Christians know that 
there is broadness in our religion.” 


And according to some other narrations the Holy 
Prophet #2 said to them: 


25s» ale pe Gz ol o ST ob Vols log (£ 
CE AD fad GUS pe SSN Not HU pall CANS ish gel 
(VV) EY es gee panel eal 


4. Keep on playing and enjoying yourselves, for 
I hate that harshness and severity be seen in 
your religion. 


ws di poy Sa Ul Ol lg dll oo, ale ye (0 
Lam 450 gpbly Ob pia Olajbr lates gle foro 
pe [SOU gerd tld Sli ace all oo) S 9 
ai 3) idle Ge 43 Leas WVedio Saeed aly, VLE 
BO) apd ple deny, BE i Spey JB CG Yer 

11 dower denny CL SI dod bys 


5. Sayyidah Aishah gs a ws narrates that 
Sayyidna Abu Bakr & came to her while 
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some girls were playing around by her. 
Sayyidna Abu Bakr 4 started to reprimand 
them, so the Prophet = said, “Leave them! 
For indeed there is an Eid (day of happiness 
and joy) for every nation.” 


Tn another similar narration, the Holy Prophet 3% said 
‘on that day, 


"Let the Jews know that there is broadness in 
our religion.” 


6. In one Hadith, the Holy Prophet # has been 

‘reported to have said: 

pall poled obi e555) dels acl. oe al ly 
(£) 28 20 fad GUS ep Ye alge dlp ash plays 
Refreshen your heart from time to time. 


In one narration, it is stated: 
Us MSHI! GLb GS | Abb OLY! as OS 

VOY cetgll am op py spl ole oee soled 

The heart gets bored and tired out just lil 


bodies bore and tire out. So seek 
wisdom for them. 


7. In Aadabul-Mureedeen written by 
Saharwardy «+ aia.) there's a narration: 


| EE oll OS JG at ac a oo, le Benen 
7) US TENSE Legere ol 3 aleerel ope foe NS 

YUA:) SAD! LTS oN eas 
Shy 13) OLY Oly plan eo Cyst JE aby 
9g) Sone Ly Wieg Ol Coy Lae Lepage a 


ti te 3) 
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8 Joey C6 Yue ab oy ansle ye cr 
ce ed Be OS pgale (lB BAIL OS pb ill 
9 pte) lei sm 45) ob Myde “Ugi gay 455! 
hall oe i ILS J Us) doen Lino of Gea 
(EWA gd TTT: 0 


3. Sayyidah Aishah \y-+ li .2) narrates that the 
Prophet %& passed by some people who were 
playing in Madinah, so he stopped and stood 
by them and I was looking at them from 
between the two ears of the Prophet # while 
he was telling them, "Carry on playing O Banu 
Arfida! Let the Jews and Christians know that 
there is broadness in our religion.” 


And according to some other narrations the Holy 
Prophet #8 said to them: 


1539) Hale Kuo Sp Of 0ST ile Lyall Iyell (4 
TAD fall GUS ites SN gal ye OU pall abe Gch yell 
QV VV EY oS shea paheall aslo! 


4. Keep on playing and enjoying yourselves, for 
I hate that harshness and severity be seen in 
your religion. 


ae dW oo) SU Oi lye all po) use Ue (0 
Law G50 cpbty Ol nai Olyjby Latey gle foo 
35 SOU pea HE cd Stab ase al oy Sy 
a io isle Ge 43 Lely YTST cdins i Lamt aly, \Sue 
BO geal plas deny BH Al Sey JB IG Yr 

V9: does Aiatony CLw| iI dod Ly> 


5. Sayyidah Aishah tye al (4 narrates that 
Sayyidna Abu Bakr &® came to her while 
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some girls were playing around by her 
Sayyidna Abu Bakr 4% started to reprimand 
them, so the Prophet 2 said, "Leave them! 
For indeed there is an Eid (day of happiness 
and joy) for every nation." 
In another similar narration, the Holy Prophet # said 
on that day, 


"Let the Jews know that there is broadness in 
a our religion.” 


6. In one Hadith, the Holy Prophet $£ has been 
reported to have said: 


pra) catel 8 cb yl o 554) Ald Act. O lil I> yy 


(£) 8 pAb 25 GUS Hep Uys lye dnl pagh plehy 
Refreshen your heart from time to time. 


In one narration, it is stated: 


US So) Fb Ug) bb OLY! [5 LS as alll 
VOY satel am op Clady sell lene oe leds 


The heart gets bored and tired out just like 
bodies bore and tire out. So seek way 
wisdom for them. 


7. In Aadabul-Mureedeen written by 
Saharwardy «le ia.~, , there's a narration: 


el OF JG al ae all po, Je oe (A 
| pi pus Sell Ls pares 0) )I31 alee oa eel 
| : YAAL) Gy Ld aS cra 
q hy 13) OLY Oly plans! ot 3d Cyl JE 455 


deni bes 5} al 


a4 


“a 
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Sayyidna Ali «4 narrates that the Messenger 
of Allah Ea used to make a person happy when 
he would see, him gloomy and sad. Imam 
Nawwawi le i i, has written in his comm- 
entary on the Sahih Muslim that it is desirable 
that when a person sees someone sad and 
depressed that he should say something that 
would make him laugh, avert his attention or 
make him feel good. 


urls BLS JE EE od lead op ory oF (A 
Jy UB Le anl, dey BHF ali J Lule ales 
53 desi ale oi JG bol JG nis) Cb Ls abi 
tN ob 5 le LY BE DN, Shs cal 

eM pally SLI) hme LS Had) SUS Lo taly,) par 
One Sahabi “4% reports that we were sitting in 
a gathering when the Prophet 3 came with 
wetness apparent on his auspicious hair. We 
asked, "O Prophet of Allah! We are seeing you 
very happy". The Prophet = replied, "Yes!" 
The narrator quotes that the people then 
started talking about being wealthy (whether 
it's good or not), so the Prophet 53 said, "There 
is nothing wrong in being wealthy for those 
! who fear Allah the Most High, but sound 
health is better for a God-fearing person than 


wealth and happiness and cheerfulness is one 
of the special bounties of Allah. 


8 Ui Spey JE IG cD oy ip pe ol ge (\- 
nl ppl op tl EIT eee opal 
Vy Dy ately rise le erly = IS Sy 

rly SNA S HAN GUS planes, Gell jamal 


A strong believer is better and more liked by 
Allah than the weak one and in both there is 
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good (therefore), covet (i.e. be eager) for those 
things which benefit you and seek help from 
Allah and don't be idle. 


The Holy Prophet #2 used to make the following dua: 


i Sy OS JU ae AU oo) ody) op Wj GF (1) 
ly SSI y pra ope Ab 5 561 il gli! Je Se 

BLE SAS BUS Lely, cll erglly body 
Sayyidna Zaid ibn Arqam 4% narrates that the 
Holy Prophet E4 used to make this dua: O 
Allah I seek your protection from idleness, 
laziness, cowardice, miserliness, weakness etc. 

These narrations indicate that cheerfulness, agility 
and vigour are desirable and dullness, harshness and 
_ laziness are undesirable from the Islamic point of ¥; 
Therefore, the Shari'ah (Islamic code of |] 
permitted suitable games and amusement withil 
limits which will be explained further on. 


Desirable Activities in the light of Aha 

In the famous books of Hadith; r 
Musnad Imam Ahmad, Sahih Ibn Khu 
Prophet of Allah # has been reported sa 


ton daly de gs Aor) VY ILL Jo Nl a yeh 
UT sel OY SEG US) Goll cp ol at al ns Dey 
Clad 
Every game a person plays is futile except for 
archery, training one's horse and playing with 


one's wife because these are from righteous- 
ness (i.e. purposeful and beneficial). 


This narration has been reported with the folla 
ords in Kanzul-Ummal: ie 


es 
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Ce be BEY yg es SM o amt pot oe 
oly) JBy £1 E20 Saal 55) _ dla, dew elp-ly al yl 
(x Net SH) Stu) 
There is no such game where upon the Angels 
of mercy descend except for three types of 
games: playing with one’s wife, riding horses 
and archery. 
In another narration reported in Kanzul Ummal and 


Al-Jamius Saghir, a fourth sport is also mentioned. 


ay) 05S OI ol y 94g) DN SS ope pd eg IS 

TN V9 0 Slaw 55) Amel or MN eabad 9 yer al ps 

(V¥se pA) 23 e+ ptvall aabnlly 

Anything which is not included in the remem- 

brance of Allah is ‘lahw’ and ‘laib’ (i.e. useless 

and futile) except for four things. Playing with 

one's wife, training one's horses, walking 

between two targets (while aiming arrows i.e. 

practising archery) and (learning) and teaching 
how to swim. 

The activities narrated in the above-mentioned 
Ahadith have been reported in other narrations aswell, 
but with more detail and emphasis. Other amusements 
have also been mentioned. Therefore, it seems quite 
appropriiate that the Ahadith and narrations pertaining 
to each of the desirable activities and amusements be 
summarized as well. 


1. Archery 
Archery is a desirable sport in Islam. The Messenger 
of Allah 54 has mentioned many virtues concerning 
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archery and declared learning it as a means of attaining 
reward from Allah The Most High, because it creates 
agility and alertness in the body, strengthens the muscles 
and enhances the eyesight. At the same time it is very 
. beneficial in jihad and protecting oneself in times of need. 
uslims have actually been ordered in the Holy Qur'an: 


(1d WYN5 +) 2 oe pmcci Ul A Bijtely 
And prepare for (war against) them all the 
power you can achieve. 
In the famous compilation of hadith, Sahih Muslim, 
the word :,3 (power) mentioned in the above verse has 
n interpreted as throwing. The Prophet 32 announce 
three times: 


BEL JU ploy geagall ola 
Behold! Indeed (the meaning of) power is thro: 
wing. j 
Just as according to the time of the Propk 
the Sahabah -#, throwing was meant to 
owing of arrows. Similarly nowadays, shoo 
firing rockets, launching missiles, dropping k 
the use of all other modern-day technological weay 
also included in throwing and just as training one 
the use of these weapons is a very good form of exere 
also is a means of obtaining reward from Almighty Alli 


. 


In one Hadith it is stated: 
ene Maile dial ai 2 Lol gels fey alll Of 
WyaF Ng hy S sly lyesly alicny 4 cally pernll acto 
24loy! jy (2% ely Ses oly) 1,55 f)} ow el - “t 
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Jani ib ace ds ale de NIG ey jal 
aU ga UT atte GU TAY pi 33S 2d GUS La 2S SG 3) GS 5 
¥vii Y* aeally 


Verily Allah The Most High admits three types 
of persons into Jannah because of one arrow. 
One is the maker of the arrow if he has the 
intention of attaining reward, second is the 
thrower and third is the one who hands over 
the arrow (to another person to throw). And O' 
People! Learn archery and practise horse- 
riding but I'd rather like you to learn archery 
than horse-riding. Whoever quits archery 
contemptuously after learning it, is ungrateful 
(to the bounty of Allah bestowed upon him). 


In another Hadith, the following words are stated: 


BSA GUS pling, Es pl 5s a ole os 
Whoever quits archery after learning it, is not 
from among us. 


In another narration the following words are reported: 


pi BS GUS plinely, Lae Lab 5 od oN gle oy 
JATY 22400 


Whoever learnt the art of archery then quit it 
has committed a sin. 


In a hadith reported in Sahih Muslim, the Messenger 
of Allah 38 said: 


Ol Fateh pone 6 alll SIS py lh Ke aie 
UW abe GU TAY ob, HS Ha GUIS gline ol gy de gerls | yg 
jy 


agew 


In the near future Rome will be conquered by 
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you and Almighty Allah will be suficient for 

you (from the enemies), but still none of you 

should become idle from practising archery. 

_ It becomes quite clear from the above-mentioned 
dith that archery or any other kind of target-shooting 
ractice is a desirable sport in Islam. We have been 
commanded to learn it and after learning, keep on 
Practising it, and forgetting it has been condemned and 
Pp rohibited. 


However, it should be kept in mind that target- 
shooting should be purposeful. In other words, such 
target-shooting should be practised which woul 
beneficial for jihad or would provide physical exe 
Otherwise, target-shooting without any benefit 
_ shooting pebbles has been prohibited as ce; an be 
the following Hadith: 


Bins We, cl, at ao dW oy 
JB, Gist ye 6) HE My 
oll BUSS 43 WS, ge «lS 

q Yo A 1019 65,3352 3 US ole gaa : 

| 

§ ; 

1 Sayyidna Abdullah ibn Mugh: 

person slinging pebbles and told 

so, because the Holy Prophet # had 


it by saying "Any prey cannot be ¢ 
such means, neither is an enemy in 


eye.” 
On this same basis, purpose-less s 
_ shooting pebbles with a forked-shap 
_ elastic strung between the two ends ( 


q 


F 
4 


* 
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stg aT olel OUP ATY 95, Seu Gus La aS SU sl QS 5 
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Verily Allah The Most High admits three types 
of persons into Jannah because of one arrow. 
One is the maker of the arrow if he has the 
intention of attaining reward, second is the 
thrower and third is the one who hands over 
the arrow (to another person to throw). And O' 
People! Learn archery and practise horse- 
riding but I'd rather like you to learn archery 
than horse-riding. Whoever quits archery 
contemptuously after learning it, is ungrateful 
(to the bounty of Allah bestowed upon him). 


In another Hadith, the following words are stated: 


BSA BUS Levels Lee pred MS ot ca NI ole cys 
Whoever quits archery after learning it, is not 
from among us. 


In another narration the following words are reported: 


BBS EaSI US plan ly, Lae AM AST od co DN gle oy 
VAY Cytol 


Whoever learnt the art of archery then quit it 
has committed a sin. 


In a hadith reported in Sahih Muslim, the Messenger 
of Allah 8 said: 


O) pF teh jams HD KIS ey Sle eric 
Ui sled GU TAAY ob, BS Hall GIT plne ol yy dagerls | yeh 


algal 
In the near future Rome will be conquered by 
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you and Almighty Allah will be suficient for 
you (from the enemies), but still none of you 
should become idle from practising archery. 
It becomes quite clear from the above-mentioned 
Ahadith that archery or any other kind of target-shooting 
| practice is a desirable sport in Islam. We have been 
; "commanded to learn it and after learning, keep on 
) practising it, and forgetting it has been condemned and 
prohibited. 


However, it should be kept in mind that target- 
shooting should be purposeful. In other words, such 
_ target-shooting should be practised which would be 
_ beneficial for jihad or would provide physical exercise. 
Otherwise, target-shooting without any benefit like sling- 
_ shooting pebbles has been prohibited as can be seen from 
the following Hadith: 


Lobel oy 


Sayyidna Abdullah ibn Mughaffal 4 
person slinging pebbles and told him not 
so, because the Holy Prophet ee had forbidd 
it by saying “Any prey cannot be caught b 
such means, neither is an enemy injured, bu 
‘ you may sometimes break a tooth or injure an 
a eye.” a 
On: this same basis, purpose-less sling-shooting 
hooting pebbles with a forked-shaped stick witl 
elastic strung between the two ends (often called a s 
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shot or catapult) has been disliked as it has no useful 
purpose. In the compilation of Hadith; Kanzul-Ummal, a 
narration has been reported with the following words: 

om Bebe ppb Sor J 9) SE Gem obo oy Se ye 

Fo dly led Ob ott ae cecil Gl ls 

ot Dery 46 All oy Olete gle forced Gadbenl 

ally aygll ts Laat GAM Sy Grad CI 


PLS ol joy £-1Vo 63) Sli 5 


When wealth became abundant and obesity 
overcame the people, the first evil that appea- 
red in Madinah was pigeon-flying and sling- 
shooting. It was the time of Sayyidna Uthman 
>. He appointed a person from the tribe of 
Abu Lais as the governor of Madinah whose 
job was to cut the wings of pigeons and break 
sling- shots. 


Anyway, purposeful target-shooting which will benefit 
in jihad is a desirable sport in Islam. Hunting with rifles 
can also fulfil this purpose under the condition that it is 
done within the limits of ‘Shari'ah’ (Islamic code of law). 


2. Horse-Riding 

Since Horse-riding is very beneficial for jihad, it is 
desirable in Islam. This sport is such that as well as 
providing full excercise to the body, it creates desirable 
qualities such as skill, bravery, courage and high 
ambitions within a person and also comes in use for jihad 
excursions and travelling. Inspite of the fact that in the 
Holy Qur'an and Ahadith, horses have been commonly 
mentioned as a means of transportation, nevertheless all 
those vehicles are meant that come in use for jihad. It is 


stated in the Holy Qur'an: 
4 O85 fo Loy 59855 ops peak. : VL eg) I ytely 
AU tiple Y pei cx eily pF ples all pe 
(Vs: SYN 8y py gale 


And prepare for (war against) them (i.e. the 
non-believers) whatever strength (i.e. weapons 
etc.) and stock of trained horses is possible in 
your faculty in order to over-awe and terrify 
your enemies and the enemies of Allah and 
others apart from them whom you do not know 
(but) Allah knows them. 


In the commentary of this verse, Mufti Muhammad 
" Shafi Je alii, has written: 


From amongst the necessary equipment _ 
required for jihad, horses have bee 
specifically mentioned because in those d 
horses were the most beneficial and effe 
means of conquering nations and even 
there are many places which canni 
conquered without them (Tafsir Ma’ar 
Qur'an, 4:272) 


Rearing and training horses and horse-riding 
with the intention of fulfilling the important p 

" serve in jihad, carries enormous rewards as mentiol 
the following hadith: 


dens OW aeigg Uipyasy AU Joe 5b Loyd ele 
BUS Stately) UL oy shir O Iy9 O99 49 


(TATA py alga Di obtel Ol aS et 


Whoever reared a horse for use in the path of 
Allah with full faith and affirmation to His 
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shot or catapult) has been disliked as it has no useful 


purpose. In the compilation of Hadith: Kanzul-Ummal, a 
narration has been reported with the following words: 


crm Rate Hb See J 1 IB Gam she oy Ke oe 
PA Ny pled pb pI gee cel) ll eld 
ot Dory ae Ul 52) Olete Ugde frets ge%eul 
ally > sal AS SLMS GAM Sy rats Cais 

PL al p71 Es Wo 65 JW 5 
When wealth became abundant and obesity 
overcame the people, the first evil that appea- 
red in Madinah was pigeon-flying and sling- 
shooting. It was the time of Sayyidna Uthman 
é#>. He appointed a person from the tribe of 
Abu Lais as the governor of Madinah whose 
job was to cut the wings of pigeons and break 
sling- shots. 

Anyway, purposeful target-shooting which will benefit 
in jihad is a desirable sport in Islam. Hunting with rifles 
can also fulfil this purpose under the condition that it is 
done within the limits of ‘Shari'ah’ (Islamic code of law). 


2. Horse-Riding 

Since Horse-riding is very beneficial for jihad, it is 
desirable in Islam. This sport is such that as well as 
providing full excercise to the body, it creates desirable 
qualities such as skill, bravery, courage and high 
ambitions within a person and also comes in use for jihad 
excursions and travelling. Inspite of the fact that in the 
Holy Qur'an and Ahadith, horses have been commonly 
mentioned as a means of transportation, nevertheless all 
those vehicles are meant that come in use for jihad. It is 


stated in the Holy Qur'an: 


4 Og AF bert LL) p09 88 ope paler Le gh I ytely 
AW pigs Y tig? ct crtly pS ghey ali) pre 
(1: JUNE) gabe 


And prepare for (war against) them (i.e. the 
non-believers) whatever strength (i.e. weapons 
etc.) and stock of trained horses is possible in 
your faculty in order to over-awe and terrify 
your enemies and the enemies of Allah and 
others apart from them whom you do not know 
(but) Allah knows them 


In the commentary of this verse, Mufti Muhammad 
Shafi «lc sia, has written: 


From amongst the necessary equipment 
required for jihad, horses have been 
specifically mentioned because in those days 
horses were the most beneficial and effectiv 
means of conquering nations and even toda 
there are many places which cannot 
conquered without them (Tafsir Ma arifi 
Qur'an, 4:272) 


Rearing and training horses and horse-riding 
with the intention of fulfilling the important pi 
Serve in jihad, carries enormous rewards as mentiol 
the following hadith: 


dene OF obey Gin taty All Jom od Led cl oe 
GUS Sladelyy ULI ey alee Sy Sy dug 
(TATA p35 alg I obtel GU stl 


Whoever reared a horse for use in the path of 
Allah with full faith and affirmation to His 
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promises, then all the fodder and water the 
horse will fill its stomach with and even the 
manure and urine will be weighed (alongwith 
his other good deeds) on the Day of Judgment. 


In the following Hadith reported by Muslim through 
different transmissions, three diferent types of horses 
have been mentioned: 


UB 59 Sd 9m Jord 9 al Jord gd BH Jo 
5 Laden y A foo (gd Ldn for JU pel de ol 
Py Sy lata MOST Gigs 5 et Cas 
Lali sy Vol Uy J OS Weg eli cp 
9 ge PNG gles Sd peatd Bhd IS I OWT 45 op 
ST ott HO cel Sy lg ly Why 3 VI 
rb x de Gill Ly egbos dybe JS J 
Be ery ey sh Ge nt Vy ety LS Lol 
Laden GUE jy le om GH Lily apy Lene 
Ltd Unda, oi SI LN clyy Ceding Uflary (21 
Sis) sig tee ge GI NLS LI cys y Lek y (her 
CVV AY by 835 jl ese eS Ob plas eorvall 

Horses are of three types: They are a source of 
reward for a person, a source of protection, or a 
source of destruction. As for the horses which 
bring reward for their owner; they are those 
which a person rears and trains for the path of 
Allah. Nothing disappears in their stomachs 
but Allah would record for him a good deed. 


And if they were to graze in a meadow, then 
for everything they would eat, Allah would 


Another narration which is very appropr 
mention here is: ‘ 


Many other narrations can be found on tl] 
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record for him a reward. And if they were to 
drink from a river, then with every drop that 
disappears in their stomachs, there would be a 
reward recorded for him. The Prophet = 
carried on describing the various rewards until 
a reward was mentioned even for their manure 
and urine. And if they galloped over a hill or 
two, there would be a reward recorded for 
every pace they covered. As for the horses 
which are a source of protection for their 
owner; they are the ones which the owner 
rears for honour and to display the bounty of 
Allah bestowed upon him, but does not forget 
the rights of their backs and stomachs (i.e. 
looks after them properly) in the times of 
plenty and adversity. As regards for those 
horses which are a source of destruction; they 
are the ones a person rears for glory, pomp, 
showing off and arrogance. These are a burden” 
and source of destruction for their owner. 


cB nd Ole Chas ory og) ol ples _ 
dele Ub dey) dee pee LIS ace de las alll 
AS FLAN GUS planet) fog Ala = golly feall eS 
Qleall 
One of the best types of sustenance is that of a 
person who grasps his horse's reins in the path 
of Allah and races on its back, seeking those 


places where martyrdom is likely to occur 
whenever he hears a terible shout or cry for 


help... 
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importance of horse-riding in the compilations of Hadith. 
From reading them, one can conclude that rearing and 
training horses for the sake of Jihad carries limitless 
amounts of reward and that the Prophet 3 also knew the 
diferent species and qualities of horses. 


In the above-mentioned Ahadith, although virtues 
have been stated specifically concerning horses only, but 
according to the principle of Islamic Jurisprudence; 
similarity of a use leads to similarity of the ruling, 
meaning that if identical causes are found in two different 
matters, the rulings will also be identical in both matters, 
these same ahadith may be applied to all those vehicles 
which come in use for jihad and the same virtues may be 
achieved by learning how to use them. For example: Jet 
fighters, helicopers, submarines, battle-ships, tanks, 
jeeps, cars, motorcycles, bicycles, etc. Therefore, training 
in these vehicles and learning how to operate them would 
also be included in those activities approved by Shari'ah 
and desired in Islam provided that they are used for 
beneficial and permissible causes. 


3. Swimming 

Swimming is an excellent means of physical exercise 
which has been mentioned in ahadith. Whereas it 
strengthens the body muscles, it also comes in use for 
saving the lives of people and is very essential for jihad 
training becuae crossing rivers and streams during wars 
is most common. In the modern-day wars, security 
checkpoints at sea-shores play a very important and 
fundamental role from the defensive point of view. This is 
why the narration reported in al-Jamius Saghir and 
Kanzul Ummal which was just shortly mentioned, stated 
that swimming whether learning or teaching it carries 
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enormous rewards. 


There is another naration in al-Jamius Saghir and 
~ Kanzul Ummal stating: 


an rhe 539) Sj af SN gg) wot gy SL eye pad gg) po 


& t (VV: 0 JL eS G1IS ple ole [IS osteo 
= 


The best activity of the believer is swimming 
and the best activity for women is knitting. 


Competition in swimming has also been reported from 


the Sahabah BB as stated in Awariful-Ma'arif of Shaikh 
Saharwardy «le ia, : 


eo ISG SE age A oo) Le yy! ane Gay 
VEY Gia Give) a Jbl Ll cL) 3d Hest! Sls 
(S2a37 


Sayyidna Abdullah ibn Abbas 4 nar 
that Sayyidna Umar 4 said to m 
Let's see which one of us can hol 
the longest under water!” 

4. Jogging 
A light jog or a short run is one of 
excercise for the body as all physicians 
are unanimous on its benefits. In : 
mentioned narration of Al-Jamius Saghir, ji 
racing has been listed as one of the desirable act 
Islam. The reason is obvious that it removes la 
idleness which is disapproved of in Islam. The M 
of Allah $% has sought protection from lazi 
idleness in his supplications as is clear h 
narrations of Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih al-Musli m i 
which the following dua’ (supplication) is narrated: 


ey 
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rly certs ST y jrmll oe Hud 961 ail poll 

SLY Gh 5S GUS ale gi 0 ply 
O Allah! I seek your protection from idleness, 
laziness, cowardice, miserliness, weakness etc. 

Other than removing laziness, jogging strenghens the 
muscles of the body, invigorates it's organs helps prepare 
for jihad and keeps a person active for worshipping 
Almighty Allah and serving people. It also breaks the 
pretended self-esteem of a person and creates 
cheerfulness and large-heartedness within him. That is 
why the Sahabah > never used to hesitate in doing such 
beneficial activities as can be seen from the following 
ahadith: 


Lagie Di coy ae en! fem Uae all oo, old ne 
ple y ale al Le ah J) Gol ol fa 
So ot Bel peri db OLY a J OSes 
on O gets 52! Ail dam y daw oO J ley) 
lS JU OLS 136 yams dN grimy theres y ol ZY! 
eel eh aa Ys SAI SUTIN tS sadly ULEy 
Sayyidna Qatadah 4 reports that Sayyidna 
Abdullah ibn Umar 4 was asked, "Did the 
Sahabah ever used to laugh?" Sayyidna 
Abdullah ibn Umar By replied, "Yes, but their 
Imaan was stronger than mountains." Bilal ibn 
S'ad says that I've seen the Sahabah & run 
between targets and joke and laugh amongst 


each other. However, at night, they would be 
God-fearing worshippers. 


doi os bn JB ue ll cay SV iLL ey 
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Sayyidna Salamah Ibn Al-Akwa' <4 says that 
while we were walking, one Sahabi from the 
Ansar who had never lost a race, started 
saying, "Is there anyone who will race me to 
Madinah? Is there anyone who dares to race 
me?” (Sayyidna Salama Ibn al-Akwa’ says) I 
told him, "Don't you have respect for any noble 
person?” He replied, "No, I don’t, except for the 
Messenger of Allah 3 .” (Sayyidna Salame 
ibn Al-Akwa' says) I requested the Prophet #4 
"May my parents be sacrificed for you, 
me to have a race with him.” The Prophe 
replied, "If you wish, go ahead.” Say 
Salama Ibn Al-Akwa' narrates th: 

race with him till Madinah and beat 


Mind ai) GLE pe ol ge al 
by Able pre Ol 9S Ie yy tha 
yy thin pe Sli as dl 2) ne ade 


VE: V0 Jl GUS Lely, deal 
Sayyidna Abdullah ibn Umar 4 narrates, 
that Sayyidna Umar «@ had a race w a 
Sayyidna Zubair 44 and Sayyidna Zubair ES 
beat him and exclaimed, "By the Lord of 
Ka'bah, I beat you! "Then Sayyidna Umar 
had another race with him and this t 
Sayyidna Umar 4 beat him and exclaimed 
won! By the Lord of Ka'bah”. ‘ 
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5. Enjoyment and play between 
Husband and Wife 

Among the afore-mentioned Ahadith, it has been 
reported that playing with one’s wife is not only 
permissible, but a means of obtaining reward from 
Almighty Allah. The ‘Shari'ah’ (Islamic code of life) has 
provided us with very explicit and clear guideliness 
concerning the different stages and aspects of marital-life 
including sexual relations, about which many volumes 
may be written. The aim of this chapter is not to give a 
deep and detailed account of the different aspects of 
married-life, but only to narrate those ahadith from which 
a very important aspect of marital life becomes manifest 
i.e. joking and laughing, playing and jesting with each 
other, deriving pleasure and gratification from one 
another etc. 


1. The following verse of the Holy Qur'an and 
narrations clearly emphasize the importance of legitimate 
sexual-relations between husband and wife trom the 
Islamic perspective because pleasure and satisfaction 
derived from legitimate sexual relations save both the 
husband and wife from adultery and illegitimate 
inclination towards others and most of all, it is a means of 
providing the energy and effort needed to accomplish the 
pre-eminent goals and most dominant purposes of this 
world and the Hereafter. When a Muslim husband and 
wife play with each other in order to amuse themselves, 

derive pleasure and satisfaction from each other and fulfil 
the rights of conjugal relations with the intention of 
giving birth to pious offspring and safe-guarding one 
another from illicit relations and inclinations, then this 
playing, instead of being an act of ordinary animal nature, 


41 


"becomes Hagqg (truth, righteousness), Sadaqah (charity) 
tand Ibadah (worship) which reaps boundless rewards for 
iboth husband and wife. It is stated in the Holy Qur'an: 


IS) gj) Stil oe pS gle 1 LY oy 
Ped SLY SUS 3 Ol tm yy doy pKa Jary 
Vi cesta — 04 Sey 


And among His signs is that He created for you 
wives from among yourselves, so that you may 
find satisfaction in them and has created 
between you love and mercy. Verily, in this are 
great signs indeed for those people who ponder. 


The former Grand Mufti of Pakistan, Sh 
hammad Shafi’ «l- iy u>, has written in i 
‘commentary of the Holy Qur'an under thil 


They (i.e. your wives) have been create 
that you may acquire peace and gratifical 
by going to them. If you ponder over 
necessities of men in relations with women, 
"result in all cases will be the same ie. 
" mind, contentment of the heart, comfort! 
mutual gratification. Allah The Most High fi 
not only kept statutory rights between 
husband and wife, but has created love and 
affection for each other firmly inside them. 
(See, Tafsir Ma'ariful Qur'an Urdu vol.6, p. 736) 


Hakimul Ummat Allamah Ashraf Ali Thanwi eg 
Ss stated in one of his speeches: 


In short, women have been created so that you 
May acquire peace of mind, contentment of the 
heart, relief from tiredness and distress, 
amusement and pleasure. So women are for — 
pleasuring oneself, not for cooking. As for the 
_ verse that states, ‘love and mercy have 
created between you’; I say that youth | 
r2 
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time for love and affection to reach its height 
as ardour and passion within both husband 
and wife are at its peak during this time and 
old-age is the time for mercy and sympathy for 
each other. (see Huququz Zawjain p. 551) 
2. We have just shortly quoted a hadith narrated in 
the famous books of hadith; Tirmizhi, Ibn Majah, Musnad 
Ahmad etc. which mentions: 


db Asal y doe gs day YI SEL fo Nh a pel ee IS 
Sl op pile sll ace ey 
Every game a person plays is futile and 
worthless except for archery, training one's 
horse and playing with one's wife as these are 
from Hag (righteousness). 
3. In almost all the famous books of Hadith, the 


incident of Sayyidna Jabir 4 has been mentioned as 
follows; 


JE ny ge Cute i) BE Spy b 
Wes SBS bp 5 ol SI SU ei oli oe 9 5 
Sad pus ell ery yee S, 
(Sayyidna Jabir narrates), I said, "O 
Prophet of Allah! I have just recently married." 
The Prophet ae asked, "Did you marry a 
virgin or a widow?" I replied, "A widow." The 
Prophet 54 then inquired, "Why didn't you 


marry a virgin so that you may play with her 
and she with you?” 


4. There is a narration in Kanzul Ummal on the 
authority of Sayyidna Abu Saeed Khudri <#5 as follows: 


Mes Di bs a) a yeiy cpl Ni 5 be ot 
Ot egg ChILG YAS LH 1G >, 5b Lgl 


ae csi JG bee Coed! Os S419 heal eaten bb yell 053 \ 
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Was Jat 35 gis gules) JIM 
When a husband casts a glance at his wife and 
the wife at him, Allah Almighty looks at them 
with mercy and sympathy. And when the 
husband holds his wife's hand with affection, 


both of their sins start falling off from between 
their fingers. 


5. In the same compilation, there's a narration: 


Lag) Say tm yj eI Lele Ge Comet alll ot 
Janis gus Ye 65, WW Leg) fares Lor! HUA, 
VV VV T om lt SY only Ste onl JIS Spal, 


Indeed Allah Almighty loves to see a person 
play with his wife and because of it, ordains for 
them a great reward and provides for them 
halal (lawful) sustenance. 
6. In the the famous compilation of Hadit h, 
_ al-Masabih, there is a narration: i 
« 
A Sgn JU JG ace abit wo) by ths 
sem po abel Ol cp fe) Come pling al 
ep pU ney aD o> aes ele Aes 
ay al 3 Sandy Val 3 > os es 
8 Seal GUS OLY Cad 
Very amazing it is indeed for the Mu'min _ 
(believer). If good and prosperity reaches him, 
he praises Allah Almighty and thanks Him _ 
and, if a calamity befalls him, he praises Allah _ 


Almighty and observes patience. A Mu'min is 
rewarded under all circumstances to such an 


. SIE ta ex Se cpl al gall by stalin te de op pean thay : 
peal caballo pill 925 SS yey. PEN | 


y 
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extent that he is even rewarded for that morsel 
which he raises to his wife's mouth (to feed). 


7. In the same compilation, it is reported: 
abe MN be MW Spey SG IG ace Dl oo) 3 ol ye 
JS 9 Be FSS JS y Ble tr JS Ol ploy 
rene) Gyadh ply Bio ale IS, Bis bd 
UIE Bie Sto! aces by Bde Seal oe otis 
JB rl Gd I Oy Gog boot SU i J, 
Na} HUIS 3)5y 48 ale OISI ol> 3d Yay J al! 
SAI GUS Lively pl IOS Sod Slay 
On every tasbeeh i.e. saying Subhanallah, is a 
reward of giving in charity, on every tahmeed 
i.e. saying Al-hamdulillah is a reward of giving 
charity, on every takbeer i.e. saying Allahu 
Akbar, there is a reward of charity, inviting 
towards good deeds is charity, forbidding from 
evil deeds is charity and even having sexual 
intercourse with one's wife is charity. The 
Sahabah Be astonishingly inquired, "O 
Messenger of Allah! Can one of us be rewarded 
even if he fulfills his sexual passion?” The 
Prophet E34 replied, "What do you think would 
happen if he fulfils it in an unlawful manner; 
will he not be punished? Likewise, when he 


fulfils it in a lawful manner, he will surely be 
rewarded.” 


, The Prophet #2 had a race with his wife Soa 
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92h WW OSV cm chor os ppt gd aailey aid! 
Se yl he tyes od oS Mtoe! A eo! 451 4 5 
3 Stall oS ade 


Sayyidah Aishah (= «li >, says, "By Allah, I 
have seen the Prophet = standing by the door 
of my room hiding me with his blanket, while 
the Abyssinians were playing with spears, so 
that I may watch their play from behind, 
glancing from in between his ears and 
shoulders. And just for my sake, he stood there 
until I was the one who moved from there. Just 
imagine how long a young girl who is fond of 
playing would have stood there. 


h (ge alii «=» two times as narrated: 


Be AD Nyy a CIS Up Ye ah 2, attle ge 
Ele Ub dey de ais ails CI 
PIS ayho pel, Maye) LU Nhe SG tad anit 


Sayyidah Aishah + i») narrates thi 
was with the Prophet $8 on one jour 
says, "I had a race with the Prophet 
beat him. (After a while on another jou 
when I had become a bit plump, I had anot 
race with him, but this time he beat me a 
said, "We're even now.” 


8. In another narration reported by Imam Bukhari 
and Imam Muslim it is stated: 


Note: It should be borne in mind that both ri 


BE cll cal ad) My SG Ye al oo, aE os 
Platt Opal totly ae ob Le pt 
oe pt SLB shy ce AW) Spey 9 dremel publicly along the streets or in parks with their wiv 


- 
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amidst strangers without observing hijab i.e. covering of 
the body. (However, a person may take his wife for a jog 
or a walk without observing hijab in a remote and 
non-residential area where there is no possibility of 
anyone seeing them as is the case in the Hadith. 


[Translator] 


10. Once the Holy Prophet 3 narrated a story of 
eleven wives and their husbands to Aishah lyr «i 2, just 
for the sake of amusing her. Imam Bukhari and Imam 
Muslim both have narrated this incident in their 
compilations which is known as ‘Hadith Ummi Zar’. 


11. In Kanzul-Ummal it is reported from Sayyidna 
Umar Ibn Al-Khattab ¢# on the authority of Ibrahim 
Taymi ale ia, : 


etl 136 ceva fe abel 5 OS OI or Caen 
Sypelly iW gl gal MN p4ly Slant 25" i LIS ory dor y oie 

CVT SS ad eal 
A person should be like a child while with his 
family, but when an important matter comes 
up, he should be a man. 

From the above-mentioned ahadith, we can see what 
importance and value Islam has given to the preservation 
of mutual loye and affection between husband and wife 
and the maintenance of correct relations between each 
other. While these ahadith convey a severe warning for 
those who leave their wives at home and ignite the fire of 
Hell for themselves by unlawfully glancing at other 
women in the parks and markets and indulging in 
extra-marital relations, at the same time they provide 
advice for those who tend to adopt baseless modesty even 
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their lawful marital relations and purposely spoil the 
lyment of marriage with their own hands. 


"However, it is a settled and definite matter that this 
eply affectionate relationship between husband and 
should never become a means of neglecting the 
mandments of Allah Almighty and the rights of the 
ation, and this permissible and reward-bearing 


And we cannot do it except wit 
Allah the Most High and Grand 


obeying her in every matter, — 
has forbidden this explicitly in many / 


That nation will never succeed who ma 
woman their leader. 


wy ae ot pS 2 YI ghd SOLS 
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amidst strangers without observing hijab i.e. covering of 
the body. (However, a person may take his wife for a jog 
or a walk without observing hijab in a remote and 
non-residential area where there is no possibility of 
anyone seeing them as is the case in the Hadith. 
[Translator] 


10. Once the Holy Prophet 3% narrated a story of 
eleven wives and their husbands to Aishah l= 4) 4) Just 
for the sake of amusing her. Imam Bukhari and Imam 
Muslim both have narrated this incident in their 
compilations which is known as ‘Hadith Ummi Zar’. 


11. In Kanzul-Ummal it is reported from Sayyidna 
Umar Ibn Al-Khattab <8 on the authority of Ibrahim 
Taymi «le Wi, : 


td 15 Cowell fe abal (5 Oy OI fe aay 
SPA Hhenl Ml) lal GUS Dory Jor y otrels 

ONT TSS td aaadly 
A person should be like a child while with his 
family, but when an important matter comes 
up, he should be a man. 

From the above-mentioned ahadith, we can see what 
importance and value Islam has given to the preservation 
of mutual loye and affection between husband and wife 
and the maintenance of correct relations between each 
other. While these ahadith convey a severe warning for 
those who leave their wives at home and ignite the fire of 
Hell for themselves by unlawfully glancing at other 
women in the parks and markets and indulging in 

extra-marital relations, at the same time they provide 
advice for those who tend to adopt baseless modesty even 
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lin their lawful marital relations and purposely spoil the 
"enjoyment of marriage with their own hands. 


However, it is a settled and definite matter that this 
eeply affectionate relationship between husband and 
fe should never become a means of neglecting the 
icommandments of Allah Almighty and the rights of the 
“creation, and this permissible and reward-bearing 
enjoyment should be treated only as an enjoyment. It 


gf 


peal lal aly Yi Lad ey 
And we cannot do it except with the 
Allah the Most High and Grandeur. — 


_ Note: At this stage two more points 
ind to save oneself from going to 


ee 7 t A 
iremity concerning marital relations: 


oS aN SUS cs ladoly, al pal ey gal Sees, 
That nation will never succeed who maki 
woman their leader. 


sy rab oy (Sle 2Nighs St gina 
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And (when) your important matters are 
entrusted to your women, then the inside of 
the earth will be better for you than the top of 
it. 


all led SUS clad ectbl o> Sle JIS 


Men will be destroyed when they start obeying 
their wives (in all important matters). 


BME 5 OU cL Ide ace Di oo) pe oe 
‘teal lll po pill pad 5S sliall JELS 5 Koalloly, 2 pl 
Youn 


Sayyidna Umar narrates, "Oppose your 
wives be cause there's blessings in opposing 
them.” 


Lind Ugili “YW cll Iyo 56 (pie alll oy dyler ve 
PAD 2b 3 Ei NELS 5 Kiely, ELK Lal Ugeabl Oty 
Youn 


Make your wives habituated to accepting ‘no’ 
(i.e. any answer in the negative) as they are 
weak. If you obey them, they will destroy you. 
Contrarily, women have been ordered to obey their 
husbands as much as possible in every permissible 
matter, even though they don't comprehend the reason 
behind it. 


Sem 9 2x! Soom ol shee! Jor oe Ja Ob Lal yy 
BUS tertoly, asi OU ets OIF oul for Sl > pul 

yews | 
If the husband orders his wife to transfer rocks 
from a yellow mountain to a black one and 


from a black mountain to a white one, it would 
be incumbent on her to do so. 


. 
os 
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Secondly, apart from playing and deriving pleasure 
from one's wife, there are many other rights of the wife 
m the husband which must also be fulfilled. Some of 
hem have been mentioned in the Hadith wherein the 
phet 3 gave ten pieces of advice to Sayyidna Mu'az 
Jabal <> which are: 


Lol Shes peice abi Ys Wb op the ce ly 

USN JUS totaly, al 5 gictly 
And spend on your family according to your 
Capacity, and keep a stick within your reach to 
teach them morality and etiquettes and keep 


on frightening them in respect to fulfilling the 
commandments of Allah Almighty. 


hteous Poetry 

Listening to or reciting poems with 
cial meanings for the sake of amuseme 
S leisure time is also proven from many ahe 


q 55) JG a! oF Ally ow Jad oy ire 
Dee De Jo is Ley ley ale i alg 
DSL os JG i i et Chall ol py al 
‘ SL Gail ae lid ty Stil «dae JU 

5S SUS Lely) 
Sayyidna Amr 4 narrates from his father 
) Sayyidna Shareed «# that he said, "One day 
while I was riding on the same mount behind 
_ the Prophet 3, he asked me whether I knew 
any of Ummayya Ibn Abi Salt's poetry. I 
‘replied that I did, so he asked me to recite 
‘some. I recited a couplet and he ordered me to 


‘carry on, so I recited another couplet. 
‘ordered me again to carry on, till I had recii 
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And (when) your important matters are 
entrusted to your women, then the inside of 
the earth will be better for you than the top of 
it. 

pall gala! GUS clad) lb a> SLe SoS 


Men will be destroyed when they start obeying 
their wives (in all important matters). 


BIE 3 OG clad Ile we i oo) pe oe 
(eal ealell eo pial fd 3S sal MLS 6 Solely, AS II 
youn 


Sayyidna Umar & narrates, "Oppose your 
wives be cause there's blessings in opposing 
them.” 


Lind Ui YW cludl Iya ge (yc alll oy gles ve 
pA fad J SN MBLS 6 SK aely, ELST al (geal OI, 
Youn 


Make your wives habituated to accepting ‘no’ 
(i.e. any answer in the negative) as they are 
weak. If you obey them, they will destroy you. 
Contrarily, women have been ordered to obey their 
husbands as much as possible in every permissible 
matter, even though they don't comprehend the reason 
behind it. 


eo og 2h Sor dl shel for ot Jao Ol Lal yy 
GPUS tomtoly, Jaa OU ees OF au! for JI op! 

rycen 
If the husband orders his wife to transfer rocks 
from a yellow mountain to a black one and 


from a black mountain to a white one, it would 
be incumbent on her to do so. 
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Secondly, apart from playing and deriving pleasure 
from one's wife, there are many other rights of the wife 
upon the husband which must also be fulfilled. Some of 
them have been mentioned in the Hadith wherein the 
rophet = gave ten pieces of advice to Sayyidna Mu'az 
Tbn Jabal 4 which are: 


Gal Shas ge 5 Vy Wb oe Whe de cil, 

Sea BUS totaly, alll 5 ego! 
And spend on your family according to your 
Capacity, and keep a stick within your reach to 
teach them morality and etiquettes and keep 


on frightening them in respect to fulfilling the 
commandments of Allah Almighty. 


ghteous Poetry 
stening to or reciting poems with good 
ficial meanings for the sake of amusement dul 
} leisure time is also proven from many ahadith: 


BS JE 4a) oe ace DN oo, util yy It 
Bp tle Jo Ui bey pley ae dh Le abi Sy 
BASING pi oe hall ol oy dal a 
Sg AE) ce ae SLi ey GL AS ae SLi Ly 

5 Stal BUS Lady, 


Sayyidna Amr 4 narrates from his father 
Sayyidna Shareed <# that he said, "One day 
while I was riding on the same mount behind 
the Prophet ce he asked me whether I knew 
_ any of Ummayya Ibn Abi Salt's poetry. I 
_ replied that I did, so he asked me to recite 
some. I recited a couplet and he ordered me to 
_ carry on, so I recited another couplet. He 
" ordered me again to carry on, till I had recited 


— 


The Prophet 3% would raise his voice while exclai- 


ming, 
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a hundred couplets. 
ee Wp IS SG ace I 5, Cie pelos 
dle, Hl ge Stel py Old fin ploy ale abi 
Je 

be Vy lite Y, Lia bsdiy Jali, 
LAYS, Le BSL yb 

Legh 2d Nyohyl 131 de ch etd Syl ol 


ENSUE play steely bl bl 6 pe ly cry 
Sayyidna Bara’ Ibn Azib 4% narrates that on 
the day of the battle of Al-Khandag (the 
Trench), the Messenger of Allah was 
transferring earth (from one place to another) 
to such an extent that his auspicious belly 
became concealed with earth and at the same 
time the following couplets were on his 
auspicious tongue: 

I swear by Allah, were it not for Allah, we 
would not have been guided 


Nor would we have given charity, nor have 
prayed. So send down tranqu.lity upon us, 


And keep us steadfast if we encounter the 
enemy. They (i.e. the enemy) are the ones who 
have attacked us. When they try to inflict us 
with tribulations (i.e. turn us away from 
Islam), we refuse! 


"We refuse! We refuse!" 


He) Glam tae IO am on Ole oF 
Pe gl td Sy GU pad aie DN oy lor! 
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Sis Lee A ge) Gye or Dey cla 
JU po pe oe LES JUS pal Ol el Le 6 gill 
FP Sr) NS Slee oe ce allie U Iyeo tae 
Col ae Sls pS) OLS 13I > pnt Sj LG (0 et 
ey tANe Juals gis Ul 4 Ol eb SELS 
VEN + ages SUI 


Khawwat Ibn Jubair narrates that we were 
once travelling with Sayyidna Umar 4 in one 
caravan on the way to perform Haj. Sayyidna 
Abu Ubaidah and Sayyidna Abdur Rahman 
bin Auf were also with us. On the way, 
some people requested me to melodiously recite 
some poetry, so I melodiously recited some 
poetry. Then some people requ th 

recite the poetry of the mae i 
Sayyidna Umar - said, "Le 


1 \Eieya Gua gis GO 
Vaoit Wee) ait dine 


It has been reported from Sayyidna \bdull: 
Ibn Abbas 2 that when he lectured h 


would tell those around him, "Let's | 
taste." Then they would start reciting po 
and talk about the news to refresh 
themselves. 


GY Pa\ety pk clad! oF cle oh Ju TP 


a hundred couplets. 
ee Dy OS JU ce I oo, Cie pel sys 
ale: pl gr Galley lal fix ploy ale abi 
tJ 5h 

LbeYy lita Yy, Lieb diya, 
LIVNI S, ble BSL ub 

Ligh Sd Ayal! 131 Lbeel oud JyVI ol 


5 SN) GIS line yes jlattoly, Lgl Ly! ely oy 
Sayyidna Bara’ Ibn Azib “& narrates that on 
the day of the battle of Al-Khandag (the 
Trench), the Messenger of Allah was 
transferring earth (from one place to another) 
to such an extent that his auspicious belly 
became concealed with earth and at the same 
time the following couplets were on his 
auspicious tongue: 

I swear by Allah, were it not for Allah, we 
would not have been guided 

Nor would we have given charity, nor have 
prayed. So send down tranqu.lity upon us, 


And keep us steadfast if we encounter the 
enemy. They (i.e. the enemy) are the ones who 
have attacked us. When they try to inflict us 
with tribulations (i.e. turn us away from 
Islam), we refuse! 


The Prophet 54 would raise his voice while exclai- 
ming, 


"We refuse! We refuse!” 
Aree bebe bo SU er op Oly oF 
pee gl wted Sy pb Und 6 al gy ler 
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Js Ler ai 22 Se ol wr dds Chal 
JU Ino at op Lae SU pala Ol el Le » 3 
ot eX) lp OL oe He Alte U byes oe 
Cy) pre SU IS ISI > eget Ij LG (oat 
ely VYAr\e dlls GIS Gra! A Ob SLL 


VYEN: deals SI 


Khawwat Ibn Jubair narrates that we were 
once travelling with Sayyidna Umar 44 in one 
caravan on the way to perform Haj. Sayyidna 
Abu Ubaidah and Sayyidna Abdur Rahman 
bin Auf “> were also with us. On the way, 
some people requested me to melodiously recite 
some poetry, so I melodiously recited some 
poetry. Then some people requested th 
recite the poetry of the poet Dhirar. On 
Sayyidna Umar <& said, "Let Khawwat 
his own poetry." Therefore, I m 
recited to them all night until at the bi 
dawn, Sayyidna Umar said, 

enough! It's almost morning.” 


FASS) OS al Leger alll ey 
Ble Gly pet one BUG 
Viglaly gl pale le Lenk ples Suis 


It has been reported from Sayyidna 
Ibn Abbas «4 that when he lectured on ‘th e 
Holy Qur'an and Ahadith for long hours, he 
would tell those around him, “Let's change 
taste.” Then they would start reciting poe 
and talk about the news to refreshen — 
themselves. 


GY JU pAlh clall ye flee IL. JS eam oil 
Yye:\- oA GiS na or 
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Ibn Juraij «le iz, narrates that I asked Ata 
ote abi i>, about melodiously reciting poetry. 
Ata «le Hii, answered," I don't see any harm 
in it as long as it does not contain any sort of 
obscenity. 


It is written in the famous Fatawa Alamigiri that: 


MSY mat Sle att, ppl fee le OS Y, 
BUS 4 pl YjL2YI + The al sbeily a Sl 

Yo):0 4 SSN os sls 
Some Jurists say that it is permissible to recite 
poetry in a melodious tone in order to remove 
fright when alone provided that it is not done 
recklessly (i.e. with background music, dancing 
etc.). Allama Sarakhsi ale it~, has also 
prefered this opinion. And, there is no harm in 
reciting righteous poetry. 

From the above-mentioned ahadith, it is quite clear 
that to recite righteous poetry in a melodious tone during 
one's free time or while travelling to amuse oneself is 
permissible from the Shari'ah point of view. In addition, 
there is even scope from the Islamic perspective to tak:: a 
trip for the sake of refreshening oneself as stated by the 
former Grand Mufti of Pakistan Shaikh Muhammad Shafi 
ae aliix>, in one of his writings.(see Rafeeg-e-Safar) 


The Islamic Ruling on Activities Apart From Those 
Specifically Mentioned in Ahadith 

These were some activities and sports which have 
been specifically mentioned in ahadith and narrations. 
There is no doubt in the permissibility of the above- 
mentioned activities as long as the limits of Shari'ah are 
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ft transgressed. But, what is the Islamic ruling for those 
ties, sports, games etc. which are not specifically 


) permissible. 


2. Those games which comprise of any sin or 
non-permissible act. Such games are also not permissible 


3. Those games or sports which mz 
negligent of Salah and other compulso: 
activities are also not permissible becau: 
which make a person neglectful ¢ 
compulsory duties is included in Tahw’ 
not permissible. 


has named a chapter under the heading: 


AN del ye lad 131 JL yg) IS 
Every game is falsehood i.e. useless i 
distracts a person from the obedience of Alla 
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Ibn Juraij ale a i>, narrates that I asked Ata 
ade abi i>, about melodiously reciting poetry. 
Ata «le alli i+, answered," I don't see any harm 
in it as long as it does not contain any sort of 
obscenity. 


It is written in the famous Fatawa Alamigiri that: 


od> 4 Ol 13! a> 5 i) el je JU op wets 
LY at SE tly gel fee le OS Yy 
Gus 4 ol WAY oe cle el SLES y no Sl 

Fore & Salil es sls 
Some Jurists say that it is permissible to recite 
poetry in a melodious tone in order to remove 
fright when alone provided that it is not done 
recklessly (i.e. with background music, dancing 
etc.). Allama Sarakhsi oe Wii, has also 
prefered this opinion. And, there is no harm in 
reciting righteous poetry. 

From the above-mentioned ahadith, it is quite clear 
that to recite righteous poetry in a melodious tone during 
one's free time or while travelling to amuse oneself is 
permissible from the Shari'ah point of view. In addition, 
there is even scope from the Islamic perspective to tak. a 
trip for the sake of refreshening oneself as stated by the 
former Grand Mufti of Pakistan Shaikh Muhammad Shafi 
ate alli.>, in one of his writings.(see Rafeeq-e-Safar) 


The Islamic Ruling on Activities Apart From Those 
Specifically Mentioned in Ahadith 

These were some activities and sports which have 
been specifically mentioned in ahadith and narrations. 
There is no doubt in the permissibility of the above- 
mentioned activities as long as the limits of Shari'ah are 
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not transgressed. But, what is the Islamic ruling for those 
activities, sports, games etc. which are not specifically 
mentioned in the Ahadith? After a thorough research of 
the Holy Qur'an, Ahadith and Islamic Jurisprudence, the 
fo lowing points may be deduced: 


1. Those games which have been explicitly prohibited 
an the Ahadith, for example, chess, backgammon 
pigeon-flying, animal-fighting etc. Such games are not 


permissible. 


2. Those games which comprise of any sin or 
non-permissible act. Such games are also not permissible 
due to the sin involved in it e.g. such sports in which the 
‘satr’ i.e. those parts of the body which have to be covered, 
is revealed, those games which involve gambling, musi¢ 
free-mixing between men and women, those games Wi 
resemble a specific custom of the non-believers ete: 


3. Those games or sports which make @ 
negligent of Salah and other compulsory di 
activities are also not permissible because all th 
which make a person neglectful of salal 
compulsory duties is included in ‘Jahw’ 44) 
not permissible. 


Imam Bukhari «le i i+, in his compilation of 
has named a chapter under the heading: 


Al del 6 abet 13! [bl 54) IS 
Every game is falsehood i.e. useless if it” 
distracts a person from the obedience of Allah: 
The famous and most authentic commentator of 
al-Bukhari, Hafiz Ibn Hajar «Je Jia+, has writ 
regarding this heading: E 
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54 
Vi gale OS ely Callan sb ope ect cgall ope esl 
#2 51 AE Sahay Jeet GS ae Ug Ligue 9) led 5 
yor eo Se Oa Glee 3 Say 554) 
N51 y Lapl)l Nie coes foy Ub ne dg ial LI 
ASS glad glen Ups Ce pall LY! (3 Lia ol” 
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Holy Qur'an states while mentioning the high, 
ve, moral qualities of the believers: 


(TO pelle py Ope re gab 6 oA cpl y 
And (the believers) are those who turn away 
from vain (talk, falsehood etc.) 


‘However, any activity, amusement, sport or game 
hich does not comprise of any of the above four points is 
missible according to Shari'ah as can be concluded 
om the sayings of the Great Islamic Jurists and 
mmentators of Hadith which will be presented in the 
following chapter. 


Anyone who indulges in any activity whether it 
be permissible or not, for example, a person 
who deliberately occupies himself with ‘nafl' 
(optional) prayers, recitation of the Holy 
Qur'an, remembrance of Allah, pondering over 
the meanings of the Holy Qur'an etc. to such 
an extent that an obligatory prayer is missed, 
is also included in this ruling i.e. in this case 
such optional forms of ‘ibadah’ (worship) also 
fall under the category of /ahw (uselesness) 
because they have caused distraction from an 
obligatory prayer. Therefore, if this is the 
ruling for ‘nafl’ (optional) forms of ‘ibadah’ 
(worship) about which many virtues have been 
reported in ahadith and are recommended by 
the ‘Shari'ah’, then what will the ruling be 
regarding those activities which are even lower 
in rank than ‘nafl ibadah’ (optional worship)? 
i.e. such permissible activities that cause 
distraction from the obedience of Allah 
Almighty, would then be ever much more 
impermissible. 


ne Passages from the Books of Famous Jurist 
Commentators of Hadith. 


4. Those games which have no purpose or benefit and 
are played just to pass time. Such games are also not 
permissible as they are Jaghw’ (,) and indulging in them 
is wasting one’s precious moments of his temporary and 
very short life. 
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i, : falsehood. (i.e. all purposeful and beneficial 
IS | : eis fitv2 
sl Bye op ted LS doles J Le II ULY +4) games other than those mentioned in the 


opal ROMA le uleYI a zo ee ened from being termed as 

opty lll [ay Rae SN os p 

we AE JAY! anedey Upde MHL! JI 8) Tn short, according to Imam Bukhari «le | uw, , all 
AY a gb oe OL lel de Glbl Lil, Sorts of purposeful and beneficial games are permissible if 


131) whl ed Bus ¢ 1 JbU p+ paca : they do not distract one from the obedience of Allah 


Almighty in a : 
And the beginning part of this heading (i.e. eeenty Way TN 


JbL + JS meaning every play is falsehood) is 
the words of a hadith transmitted by Imam 
Ahmad, Imam Tirmidhi, Imam Abu Dawood, 
Imam Nasa'i, Imam Ibn Majah and has been ? E. ig 
authenticized by Ibn Khuzaimah and Hakim, Aaa pd 43315 y dum gh Any VI Sh for ay yee et JS 
all reporting on the authority of Sayyidna sousl) ve «gi lpvagl ealiae 4 
Uqbah Ibn Amir 4 narrating from the ¢ oo OOS ei ce 
Prophet of Allah * that he said, "All games of Mulla Ali Qari «te «ii, writes in his co mme 


a believer are falsehood (i.e. useless) except for Mishkat al-Masabih regarding this hadith: 
archery, training his horse and playing with “¥ 5 


Sas OS 131 Jaally lal! oye Goull gle camsle 
However, assumingly since this hadith did not a a 

match the condition of authenticity according ie. Vy dos dk WLWIIS la 
to Imam Bukhari « «i w~, , he instead, used Me. Lala bs, ousla calees a 
it for the above heading and extracted the x “as ae “ee 
pre-condition (i.e. if it distracts one from the TVALY ale é Som 
obedience of Allah) from tne meaning of the 
hadith with which the above ruling (i.e. every 
game is falsehood) has been restricted to. And 


archery has been termed as ‘lahw’ (useless towards learning and practising upon 
activity) because it apparently resembles it, \ knowledge and fulfilling the commandmen 
but the purpose of learning it is preparation for Allah Almighty provided that the 

Jihad. Similarly training horses implies riding ( permissible. For example running, i 
and racing on them and the purpose of playing riding, camel-riding, walking etc. to stre 


with one's wife is to create mutual affection 7 the body or merely for the sake of refreshe " 
etc. Games other than those mentioned in the Aho onind. rs 


hadith have been termed as ‘batil’ (falsehood) : -. 4 
only as way of comparision (i.e. they do not  Allamah Ibnul Arabi Al-Maliki «te alii 
comprise of any valid purpose while those in his commentary on Sunan At-Tirmidhi: 
mentioned in the hadith are purposeful and a 2 
beneficial), not because all types of games are DP 4g tatty yl J 3 


While commenting on the previously mentioned 


And in the same category (of the 
mentioned in the hadith) are 
activities which are beneficial and agi 


| 
| 
| 
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This hadith with its strength indicates that all 
those activities which comprise of promising 
benefits or provide practice for jihad-training 
against enemies are also included in the same 
category of the activities mentioned in the 
hadith e.g. spear-throwing, shielding, or racing 
as the Holy Prophet #& did with Sayyidah 
Aishah ge i os 
Allamah Khalil Ahmad Saharanpuri «Je li i, writes 
in his commentary on Sunan Abu Dawud: 


Bey he th dhe bi Ip) O65 Ls OS oy 
ott eas AE yo yn jy JAS lpn 50) Wer pull 
OW oy US by ably LL Lolo! oy 4 
SF AEN UGE Le Win 9) eet! Suysel Goa 
1235 ol o> io somali de pis salle y SIL pleat oo) 

~tYA:\\ 


In the time of the Messenger of Allah 4 , the 
main weapon used in battles was the bow and 
arrow ( which is specifically mentioned in the 
hadith). But, nowadays, all those weapons of 
the latest technology used in the modern day 
wars, e.g. machine guns, tanks etc. will 
substitute bows and arrows. 


Allama Nawwawi ale abi a>, has written in his 
commentary of Sahih al-Muslim: 
else Aolalhy oN alas ote Curl Yl 39485 
ULES AUIS y Ms All Jee 3 ater ay WWE 


_ In the famous commentary of Sunan Abu 
Allamah Khattabi «te li, writes: 
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In this hadith and the ahadith following it, the 
importance and virtues of archery and paying 
special attention towards learning it with the 
intention of participating in Jihad for the sake 
of Allah Almighty have been emphasized. 
Likewise is the ruling for spear-throwing and 
learning how to handle all types of weaponry, 
artillery practice, horse-racing etc. The purpose 
of (the permissibility of) all these activities is 
to train oneself for jihad, practise and acquire 
skill in the use of all types of weaponry needed 
for jihad, exercise the body etc. 


Lily by gle seb EI! eee O! Oly Ie 
ct SHS ode ghey ae al he alll Oe 
Ugo y Ugclabi 15) Lge Stal y IS OY Ups 
POS L aad 3 fey al day 3 9) Gouleal 
PE pr Ler oad pls! de tly SL aa 
bles le 4 shiny Ht, WU, coed OLY! 
PAIS sell el yl oy OMe e elle pL LG | 
Lar abl yo flo y plant deel pally Geis 
Jpltorad only All 4s pmo Vy Go 9 4 Ole 
~ ar) oI line Ys 4EY om 
It is clear from this hadith that 
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This hadith with its strength indicates that all 
those activities which comprise of promising 
benefits or provide practice for jihad-training 
against enemies are also included in the same 
category of the activities mentioned in the 
hadith e.g. spear-throwing, shielding, or racing 
as the Holy Prophet ‘5 did with Sayyidah 
Aishah (gr ali 2). 
Allamah Khalil Ahmad Saharanpuri « i i», writes 
in his commentary on Sunan Abu Dawud: 
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In the time of the Messenger of Allah ES , the 
main weapon used in battles was the bow and 
arrow ( which is specifically mentioned in the 
hadith). But, nowadays, all those weapons of 
the latest technology used in the modern day 
wars, e.g. machine guns, tanks etc. will 
substitute bows and arrows. 


Allama Nawwawi «le i u>, has written in his 
commentary of Sahih al-Muslim: 


ele y oly cop dred ode Grol Yl by as, 
ALS AUIS y Sa aU foe 3 algal dy CU, 


In the famous commentary of Sunan Abu 
Allamah Khattabi «te li, writes: 
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In this hadith and the ahadith following it, the 
importance and virtues of archery and paying 
special attention towards learning it with the 
intention of participating in Jihad for the sake 
of Allah Almighty have been emphasized. 
Likewise is the ruling for spear-throwing and 
learning how to handle all types of weaponry, 
artillery practice, horse-racing etc. The purpose 
of (the permissibility of) all these activities is 
to train oneself for jihad, practise and acquire 
skill in the use of all types of weaponry needed 
for jihad, exercise the body etc. 


Lasly by share sell El sl aon O! Oly Le 35% 
ot Dea ods play ale aU he abil Dpay | 
Upson y YalaG 131 Yas Soy JS OY gee po 
AOS Le lak 3 Jey al dey gl Goll de 
Was) de LeSN, TL wale 
Ble le 4 hin) oy Wy ais OLIV 
2S sell Mylo Ogle s lal sl LB Wy 
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It is clear from this hadith that all 
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activities (other than those mentioned in the 
hadith) are prohibited and the Prophet # has 
only permitted those specific activities 
mentioned in the hadith because, if we 
carefully study and ponder over them, we will 
find that they are either helpful and beneficial 
for Haq (truth, righteousness) or a means of 
reaching it (i.e. Haq). Therefore, all those 
activities which provide physical exercise and 
maintenance for a healthy body in order to 
combat enemies will fall under the same 
category of those mentioned in the hadith. 


As for those games and activities which loafers 
and the good-for-nothing type of people play 
such as chess, backgammon, pigeon-flying and 
other purposeless games; they are imper- 
missible because they do not assist in any good 
deed nor do they provide any refreshment or 
agility to fulfil any Islamic obligation. 


The former Grand Mufti of Pakistan, Shaikh 
Muhammad Shafi «Je it~, has written in Ahkamul 
Qur'an after giving a brief account of the ahadith 
narrated concerning this matter: 


SNe Liles 5 Lib elle) ye dod Cady J Lily 
Wate UN 9) J Se el he lab DL! Le gli 
3h MSL Genny Levens Gee ey Lilla gl) ale 
Lgl Upon y Zoe) Blt) GA 5 ll Sonal 
USL jams yg) cane Lily tie a 
fee crease Rete a, LS 
SH sell om Gd PI ale 5 5) Bais) 
Midge Ly SEY ys sally GS eas 
Li} 2 LS) she ols y Semme deiny pe 


Ce Hels EL YI fasy iss oi zy cm 
| ‘ A Si 15) er Lait Leas a Ltt ia Of el gaat 
PS nd aly alt a Gesy Ly 

ce Wily deNy MLN) Ly dey 
SAS ay SAO lS ad James CL 
~VAYIT OL a 


None of the preceeding or modern-day Jurists 
have absolutely permitted games gad 
The ahadith narrated concerning 
either absolutely prohibit gam. 
permit some of them and prohib 


activities without a co 
have been termed 


Ugbah Ibn Amir & that 
horses and playing with on 
included in ‘lahw’ (443). If 
indulging in something wi 


if the purpose is mere 
then even these perm 
become impermissib 
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activities (other than those mentioned in the 
hadith) are prohibited and the Prophet #5 has 
only permitted those specific activities 
mentioned in the hadith because, if we 
carefully study and ponder over them, we will 
find that they are either helpful and beneficial 
for Haq (truth, righteousness) or a means of 
reaching it (i.e. Haq). Therefore, all those 
activities which provide physical exercise and 
maintenance for a healthy body in order to 
combat enemies will fall under the same 
category of those mentioned in the hadith. 


As for those games and activities which loafers 
and the good-for-nothing type of people play 
such as chess, backgammon, pigeon-flying and 
other purposeless games; they are imper- 
missible because they do not assist in any good 
deed nor do they provide any refreshment or 
agility to fulfil any Islamic obligation. 


The former Grand Mufti of Pakistan, Shaikh 
Muhammad Shafi «te Wii, has written in Ahkamul 


Qur'an after giving a brief account of the ahadith 
narrated concerning this matter: 

Hg gM il 5 Vile Libel oye tml ad oS Ligh, 

Wed Ol yy 8 Set el Whe lab BOIL de 
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None of the preceeding or modern-day Jurists 
have absolutely permitted games and play. 
The ahadith narrated concerning this matter, 
either absolutely prohibit games and pl. 
permit some of them and prohibit the res 
careful and deep study is take 
activities which have been exclude 
absolute prohibition and made px 
will discover that these exclud 
reality, cannot be categorized ’ 
activities without a correct pul 
have been termed as ‘54!’ (lahw), 
of their apparent resemblance to i 
deduced from the hadith narrate: 

Ugbah Ibn Amir &® that ar 
horses and playing with one’ 
included in ‘lahw’ (44). If (lahw 
indulging in something without 
purpose, then how can these a 
categorized as 4) (lahw) if they ca 
benefits and correct purposes that 
achieved without indulging in them. For 
reason, the Jurists have made this cla 
that these permissible activities ¥ 
retain their permissibility as long 
a correct purpose underlying them. ¢ 

if the purpose is mere amusement é 
then even these permis 
become impermissible. T 
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practises archery,swims or jogs with 
intention of amusement and play, tk 
will also be impermissible and abolpi 


The same author has peat 
the 


in his famous ur “Holy Qt ata a | 
the following words: PowN \ 


"From the abov planation, jit becomes cletr \ 
that contemptible and undesi rable activitigfs | 
are those games and ser whjch 
have no worldly benefit nor are they wed for 
the Hereafter. However, those activifies 


boredom and p Peas tire 
condition that they are playe 
and indulgence in them d6ée 


sports are not only permi ssible accordij 
‘Shariah’, but if played: to fulfil religi 


Apenumitiean @g-jihad etc:, they will become a 7 
means of attainin wand from Almighty 


Then after quoting a few examples of per 
games of amusement, t learne' NG carries 


Keep on refreshening your nea 
time. 


a 
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This explicitly indicates the permissibility for 

taking some time out to refreshen one's heart 

and mind. But, the condition is that the 

intention should be to achieve those beneficial 

purposes which lie behind them. The purpose 

should not be just to have fun and enjoy 

! oneself. Moreover, these permissible games 
should be played only as is necessary and 

| sufficient to achieve their underlying beneficial 
| purposes and refreshen oneself. Excessive 
indulgence and such extremity which cause 

harm to both wordly affairs e.g. education, 

domestic duties, socio-economic affairs etc. and 

affairs of the Hereafter e.g. Salah, Fasting and 

fulfilling other rights of Allah and His servants 

vis not allowed. As a matter of fact, the root 

cause lying behind the permissibilit; 

amusement and play is that wher 

within the limits prescribed by th: 

Calemic ode of life), they do not 

q 


prohibited some games and as tit 


backgammon etc. even though s 
found in them. If one is i 


if played just for fun, it has been proh 
Muslim «> ay arrate Ay 
; that the ‘tT senger 
_ said, "He who plays backgammon sas t 


») 
Wy Dy, 
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Likewise, the Messenger of Allah 3% has prohibited 
pigeon-flying. The apparent cause behind this prohibition 
is that engaging oneself in such most commonly leads to 
negligence in important matters, both worldly and 
religious to such an extent that they distract one from 
obligatory prayers and other commandments of Allah 
Almighty. (Tafsir Ma’ariful Qur'an vol. 7, p. 23-25) 


A Fundamental and Comprehensive Fatwa 
Concerning Games 

The former Grand Mufti of Pakistan, Shaikh 
Muhammad Shafi’ «te «i i+, has written a very compre- 
hensive fatwa (Islamic ruling) concerning games in the 
light of the Holy Qur'an, Ahadith and books of Fiqh 
(jurisprudence) based on fundamental principles. It would 
be very appropriate to mention it here: 


In the famous compilation of Fatawa, 
Ad-Durrul Mukhtar, it is stated: 


Vi ple plmell sgd IS pH ale Sy) 54! IS 05's 
(T4021) dew gf Aclalin y dew 9d aul y ala acco. OU 


And every useless activity is abominable as is 
stated by the Holy Prophet ae that every 
useless activity of a Muslim is impermissible 
except for three types: playing with one's wife, 
training one's horse and practising archery. 
(vol.6, p.395) 


In the commentary of Ad-Durrul Mukhtar 
known as Fatawa Shamiya while explaining 
the meaning of the above passage, it is stated: 


ee BG Cee CS IS lh Cg IS oS 5 24155) 
a) be BLY, Oh gS t- Z LS daly 


i 


After a couple of pages it is narrated: 


In Ad-Durrul Mukhtar, it is stated: 


Tn it's explanation, it is stated in Fatawa 
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All three words; lahw (,¢)), la‘ib (—) and abath 
(<5) have the same meaning i.e. any useless 
activity. And this ruling i.e. all useless 
activities being impermissible includes the 
activity itself and also listening to it as in 
dancing and musical instruments... Also, all 
those activities are impermissible which 
resemble a specific custom and practice of the 
non-believers. (vol.6, p.395) 


Ly Ole) pall us o babi oF gill “3 
har) od PV sleB ple) oF) jy teyl 


G6 gli O52 LS Je ai) fone) ae 


It is permissible to play ‘Saulajan' ( 
similar to Polo) for the sake of acquiri 
and expertise in horse-riding. Narration! 
been reported indicating the permissibill 
wrestling in order to acquire strength for J) 
not merely for amusement and play as ii 
abominable in such cases. (vol. 6, p.402) 


(£: 8:1) 0S gl Yideny cS delat 


Wrestling is not impermissible except when 
played just for the fun of it. (vol.6, p. 404) 


Opal) all jie GF leagall 
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We have just narrated the permissibility of 
‘Saulajan’ (a sport similar to Polo). However, 
bird-racing, similarly guessing what is in the 
hands and playing with rings are merely 
games without any useful purpose, hence are 
impermissible. As for horse races, yacht races, 
and swimming competitions, they are 
permissible as is apparent from the sayings of 
the Jurists. And, target-shooting and throwing 
rocks (as in shot-put) is anologous to archery, 
and lifting rocks (as in weight-lifting) if done 
with the intention of acquiring skill, strength 
and bravery is permissible. (vol.6, p.404) 
From the above-mentioned ahadith and passages from 
the books of Islamic Jurisprudence, the following points 


can be concluded: 


1. Those games which carry no substantial benefit 
whether worldly or religious, are not permissible and 
these are the games which are categorized as ' 54! (lahw) 
and prohibited in the hadith. 


2. Those games which do carry substantial benefit, 
whether worldly or religious are permissible under the 
condition that no such thing is involved which conflicts 
with the ‘Shariah’ (Islamic code of law) and does not 
resemble any particular custom of the non-believers. 


these conditions are commonly not adhe} 
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3. Any permissible game in which worldly or religious 
benefits are intended, but an impermissible act is 
involved, then that permissible game will also become 
impermissible e.g. archery and horse-riding if bets are at 
stake or any game which resembles or is considered to be 
Specific with any nation of the non-believers. 


Therefore, it becomes clear that any ball game 
whether it be cricket or any other sport is in itself per- 
missible because contentment of the heart and physical 
exercise is achieved from it which is a very important 
worldly benefit and also a means of religious benefit. But, 
the most important condition is that no anti-Shariah act 
or resemblance with a specific custom of the non-believers 
e.g. resemblance in their particular uniform, fashion, 
behaviour etc. is involved, nor are the knees left open, nor 
is there such indulgence that it interferes with # 
commandments of Allah Almighty e.g. Salah 
person can fulfil these conditions, then it i 
for him to play cricket, tennis ete. Nowa 


are declared to be impermissible by somi 
Imdadul Mufteen urdu p. 1001-1002). 


A Brief Analysis of Current Games a! 

From the details mentioned in the 
can be concluded whether a particular 
permissible or not. Some grave defects 
much common amongst games and sports 
era are as follows: 


1. These games are being considered as the 
purpose and aim of life. Any game, when instead 
merely a game, becomes the purpose and object 
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life, is not only disapproved and condemned in the light of 
Shariah, but also disapproved from the rational point of 
view. 


2. The players along with their supporters and fans 
engage themselves in these games to such an extent that 
they are given preference over other much more 
important matters and duties which eventually leads to 
social disruption and violation of human rights. (Neg- 
ligence in matters of education is most common among 
almost children and surveys have shown a drastic decline 
in the average grades achieved in schools. (Translator}) 


8. While playing these games, attention isn't paid to 
the times of obligatory prayers, Jum'ah prayer, fasts of 
Ramadan while these are fardh (compulsory) on every 
Muslim. 


4. A lot of games and sports are so expensive that only 
the rich and their children can play them while poor 
children look on stricken with remorse. Children of 
middle-class families can barely afford to participate 
which leads to extravagance and even abusement of 
wealth. 


5. Precious time is mostly wasted in these games. In 
fact, the amount of time being wasted nowadays should 
be a matter worthy of consideration and special attention 
should be focussed towards this ever-prevailing issue by 
the ministers of social-affairs and politicians at a national 
level. 


6. Players are being made heroes and favourites in 
such a manner that the youth of the new generation 
enthusiastically imitate sports-stars, actors and actresses 
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) and choose them to be their role models instead of the 


illustrious Sahaba, pious predecessors, great scholars, 


/mujahideen, scientists, philosophers etc. This has also 
) become an alarming matter worthy of consideration by 


the politicians and ministers of education and progress. 


7. In most sports, those parts of the body are left 
uncovered which have been ordained by ‘Shariah’ to be 
covered. Men wear shorts which reveal the knees and 
parts of the thigh even though it is obligatory to cover the 
parts of the body from beneath the navel to and including 
the knees,' while it is obligatory that the whole body of 
the woman is covered. 


8. Most sports tournaments involve freem 
between men and women, and because they g 
for the sake of amusement and pleasu 
religious purpose or concern for the he 
and booing at each other, hooliganis1 
music, dancing and other indecent a 
too common but have become a part of f 
reason it has become hard for the dece 
members of the society to attend such : 
participate in them. 


9. Most games which were only suppo 
exercise and refreshment, now engender an 
rivalry and nervous tension and have virtua 
battlefields where winning is the only obje 
and ethnical interests are involved at such 
eminence, merit and social dominance is b 
winning and losing. Players are mentally 


1. This is according to the Hanafi school of tho 
to the other school of thought, the knees may 
the thighs must be fully covered. (Translator) F 
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put under such stress and pressure that the games no 
longer remain a source of exercise and refreshment. 


Duaas (supplications) are asked to be made for 
winning and likewise offerings and vows are made to such 
an extent that it seems as if the issue of liberating Masjid 
al-Aqsa or Kashmir is being negotiated. Even governors 
and presidents of countries give congratulating speeches 
on winning and condoling speeches on losing. »W Li (How 
astonishing!). 


Moreover, it is now becoming ever more common that 
to watch some games is not advisable for those suffering 
from blood-pressure and heart problems and that during 
so and so match such and such amount of viewers and 
listeners suffered from heart failures. 


Now, ponder cold-heartedly over the disastrous results 
of those very games which were intended to be just for the 
sake of physical exercise, enjoyment and contentment of 
the heart when the limits prescribed by Shariah regar- 
ding them were not adhered to. 5+ -» |¢s (Is there any 
intelligent one to pay heed!). 


10. Occasionaly, bets are made and some times 
thousands and millions are at stake. Other than the 
large-scale gambling, bets are made unintentionally on a 
smaller-scale among neighbours and friends and 
sometimes even intentionally which consequently leads 
them to become major sinners as gambling has been 
strictly prohibited in the Holy Qur'an. 


Some Famous Sports of the Current Era 
Cricket: 

Cricket is one of the most famous and approved sports 
among the eastern countries. It's expenses are a lot and it 
is the most time-wasting sport. One test match usually 
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its five days and most of the time it ends in a draw. The 
in players are the batsman and the bowler (pitcher). 

@ bowler throws the ball while the batsman hits it and 
Ties to achieve as many runs as possible. The rest of the 


iteam sit in the pavilion and wait for their turn which 
doesn't come. Some players stand all day fielding. 
Sifter a full day's effort, the bowlers and fielders return to 
ir apartments completely exhausted in such a pitiable 


Dndition that they are not capable of managing any 


portant worldly or religious affairs. How this baseless 
d purposeless fatigue was termed a sport is a mystery, 
to be solved. 


_ There are also one-day matches which 
played on Fridays, thus the whole bles 
_ becomes confined to playing and hooli 
_ Carries on right throughout the Jumua 
_ only the players, but thousands o 
Jumu'ah prayer and burden t 
_ punishment of this world and the E 


"However, apart from the test and « 
' cricket is played for an hour or t 
_refreshening oneself, then apparently the 
no harm in it and should be permissible 
“prayers are missed and no other anti 
‘involved. 


Field Hockey, Football (Soccer), Volleyball 
zB adminton, Table-Tennis } 
2s These are some sports which need substant 
“money to play and are an excellent me; 

cercise. Every player can evenly bene 


1. This paragraph has been added by 
the compiler. 
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an hour or two of such sports provide a great deal of 
enjoyment. If the 'satr' i.e. from beneath the navel to and 
including the knees’ are kept covered and all 
requirements of Shariah are fulfilled while abstaining 
from the harms and defects mentioned before, then such 
sports would become very much beneficial for the body 
and at the same time would be permissible to play from 
the Islamic perspective. 


Some More Commonly Played Sports’ 
Basketball, Squash, Polo, Cycling, Ice-Skating, 
Roller-Skating, Track and Field 

The Islamic ruling for these sports is the same as 
above as these are also very beneficial for one's health 
provided that no anti- Shariah act is involved. 


Ice-Hockey 
It is not approvable from the Islamic point of view to 
play Ice-Hockey because of the following points: 


i) It is very aggressive and injurious especially when 
body-checking is permitted and almost everyday players 
are being inflicted with minor and major injuries. 


ii) Even if it isn't played with aggression (body 
checking etc.), there still is a strong possibility of getting 
injured. 


iii) Extravagance: Hundreds of dollars are required for 
protective equipment without which the player's lives 
would be in danger. This is without doubt extravagance 
and to waste so much money on a game which is only 


1, This is according to the Hanafi School of Thought. According to the 
other three schools of Thought, the knees are not included. 


2. This chapter has been added by the translator with the consent of 
the compiler. _ 
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meant to be a means of enjoyment is not at all reasonable, 
especially when there are other inexpensive games 
lavailable which fulfil the purpose of enjoyment 


However, floor-hockey that most kids play for the sake 
of enjoyment, is allowed as it is an excellent means of 


=physical exercise and keeping healthy. 


American Football, Rugby 


These are also disapprovable sports from the Islamic 


‘'z 


» point of view because: 


1) It is very aggressive and injurious. The main object 
lof the game is to tackle and bring down the opponent 


Icarrying the ball. Injuries are caused very frequently to 
the players as is commonly observed. 


» 2) A very high amount is required for pro eC 
€quipment which leads to extravagance andiai 


* 


"merely an enjoyment is very unreasonabl 


8) Because of its aggressiveness, argu 
are very much likely to break out whic 
break the hearts of Muslims and cre: 
them, and enjoyment which was the} 
not be achieved. 1 


However, if instead of playing agg 
tackling or any other sort of aggressive ph 
two-hand-touch football is played like kids 
in parks, then there appears to be no r 
" impermissibility as it is also a good source Gi 
the body. 
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Baseball 
There isn't much difference between cricket and 
‘baseball. Therefore, the same ruling will apply here. A 
complete eleven-inning game of baseball is a sheer waste 
of time. However, if it is played for an hour or two for the 
sake of enjoyment, then there appears to be no harm in it. 


Cock-Fights and Other Types of Animal Fight 
In villages, cock and other types of animal-fights are 
traditionally held and are quite popular. Animals are 
made to fight each other while the spectators look on with 
delight. This is not permissible according to Shari'ah. 
Most often gambling is also involved and obligatory 
prayers are missed. Moreover, there's music and swearing 
to top it off. Even if there is no gambling or any other 
anti-Shariah act, it is still against the order of the 
Messenger of Allah 3% who has been sent as a mercy for 

the universe. In Tirmizi and Abu Dawud, it is stated: 


we ANF ley ale a Je bp, 
AKL na GUS 202 ply cieNely, oS et 
The Prophet 4% has prohibited from inciting 
animals to fight each other. 
Hakimul-Ummat Allamah Ashraf Ali Thanwi oe Ji 
has written in his booklet concerning the rights of 
animals after quoting this hadith that: 


Cock-fighting and enticing any other type of 
animals to fight each other is included in this 
hadith and all this is haram (unlawful) as 
animals are tormented without any purpose. 
Similar is the case of oxen-cart racing. The 
drivers beat the oxen severely and make them 
run (although it is against their nature to run) 


‘2 


until they start gaspir 
iIsometimes the driver 

is no purpose behind it 
and excelling others in prid 


= On the other hand 
gambling is an excey 
Acquire skill and ex; 
Which is essential for 
naturally fit to run 


, on-Flying: 


fis has also been pro 


eee, ts! O55 guy Ol ace al! A 


BS Gab 9) 3 y!> phy lew as Ue > 


Sayyidna Abu Hura 


Prophet s= saw a person 
i that, the Prophet r 
P (Satan) chasing another shaytan 
; ; : = : ; 
Seettakimul Ummat Maulana Ashraf Ali Ti 
Saas listed the harms of it in one of his bao 


a 


ithe rectification of customs as follows: 


1. Capturing pigeons that belong t 
oppression and usurpation 


2. There is such indulgence that nertm 
obligatory prayers are paid heed t0 nam 


of others 


8. Climbing on the roofs of houses 
_ 
inconvenience to the residents andi 


privacy 


4. Stones are thrown at pigeons which Gag 
even injury to others. (see Islahur Rasoon 


Ste 
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Baseball 

There isn't much difference between cricket and 
‘baseball. Therefore, the same ruling will apply here. A 
complete eleven-inning game of baseball is a sheer waste 
of time. However, if it is played for an hour or two for the 
sake of enjoyment, then there appears to be no harm in it. 


Cock-Fights and Other Types of Animal Fight 

In villages, cock and other types of animal-fights are 
traditionally held and are quite popular. Animals are 
made to fight each other while the spectators look on with 
delight. This is not permissible according to Shari'ah. 
Most often gambling is also involved and obligatory 
prayers are missed. Moreover, there's music and swearing 
to top it off. Even if there is no gambling or any other 
anti-Shariah act, it is still against the order of the 
Messenger of Allah 32 who has been sent as a mercy for 
the universe. In Tirmizi and Abu Dawud, it is stated: 


oe Hert oe peg le lh he dh Jey at 
AB SL2a GUS 250 gly cledely, Sle 
The Prophet # has prohibited from inciting 
animals to fight each other. 
Hakimul-Ummat Allamah Ashraf Ali Thanwi J <i >, 
has written in his booklet concerning the rights of 
animals after quoting this hadith that: 


Cock-fighting and enticing any other type of 
animals to fight each other is included in this 
hadith and all this is haram (unlawful) as 
animals are tormented without any purpose. 
Similar is the case of oxen-cart racing. The 
drivers beat the oxen severely and make them 
run (although it is against their nature to run) 


Fa iF 


ee eee 
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until they start gasping out of breath and 
7 sometimes the drivers get hurt as well. There 
‘ is no purpose behind it except for competition 
a and excelling others in pride and glory 


On the other hand, horse-racing if without 


7 gambling iS an exception as its purpose is to 
acquire skill and expertise in horse-riding 
: which is essential for Jihad (and horses are 


naturally fit to run as well 


Pigeon-Flying: 
This has also been prohibited in Ahadith 


o * 
C2 sh ea 
BES Ale oslo ply tmtely, DIE ar lk Jl UL> 
e 
SJ 3 


Sayyidna Abu Hurairah 4 narrates that the 
Prophet ‘= saw a person chasing a pigeon. Ons 
that, the Prophet ‘== commented, "A ‘shayte 
(Satan) chasing another shaytan.” 
) Hakimul Ummat Maulana Ashraf Ali Thanw, 
S listed the harms of it in one of his books ear 
‘rectification of customs as follows: 


Ae Capturing pigeons that belong to others) 
BH Oppression and usurpation. 


2. There is such indulgence that neither the tim 
obligatory prayers are paid heed to nor are the 
of others. 

3. Climbing on the roofs of houses which ta 
inconvenience to the residents and disturbsi 
privacy. 
) 4. Stones are thrown at pigeons which causes trouble 
even injury to others. (see Islahur Rusoom urdu pg: 16) 
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Because of the above-mentioned harms, the head of 
the state has a right to slaughter those pigeons which 
belong to pigeon-flyers. The narration has been mentioned 
earlier in this booklet that Sayyidna Usman did the 
same during his rule as Khalifa (leader of the state). (See 
Kanzul Ummal vol.15, p. 222 or page 28 of this book) 


However, to keep parrots and other small birds as 
pets is permissible provided that their cage is big and 
wide enough, and complete care is taken in providing 
food, water and whatever is needed to maintain them. 


Kite-Flying: 

In some places kite-flying is quite popular and is 
played as a custom in festivals which is called ‘Basant’. 
Thousands of rupees are wasted and hooliganism and 
rowdyism exceed all bounds. 


Hakimul-Ummat Allamah Ashraf Ali Thanwi di, 
has written the evils and harms of this game in the light 
of the Holy Qur'an, Ahadith and common-sense out of 
which some of them are: 


1. Running behind kites: Its ruling can be based on 
the same anology as of chasing pigeons about which the 
Prophet 38 has declared the chaser as a ‘shaytan' 
(satan). 


2. Snatching and looting the kites of others: The 
Messenger of Allah 32 has stated: 


sc pale ed al hy ag as 
BS tall GUS Lan ycatioly ce fe gry 


No one loots in such a manner that people are 
watching him and he remains a believer (i.e. a 


717 
real believer cannot do such a thing). 

Wn this hadith, looting has been declared to be against 
equirements of Iman. 

% person may argue that kites are looted with the 
ission of the owner, thus the above hadith cannot be 
as evidence against kite-flying. 

The answer to this is that the owner never gives 
fermussion to have his kite snatched. It's just become ever 


ig9scommon that the owner cannot disagree or complain 


nd ‘is forced to stay quiet and play along. He is never 
ble heartedly contented on having his kite snatched 
= it is for this reason that after his kite gets snapped, 
owner recoils its string as fast as possible in order to 

n whatever is left of his string. 


, 


) snatching and looting the string: This is worst than 
hg-the kite because the kite will fall to one person 
the string falls to several people, thus all of the n 


even though incurring damage to othe 
awful (haram). In this manner the kite 


| 5. Negligence from prayers and the 
Allah: For this very reason liquor and gambling B 


S& these boo’ J 


< ines 


talline off reef-teps etc. Similariy, many tradhc ande--: 


bave eccurred because of kite-flying. Most in 
even reach the reporters. Te call such 
& game end means ef enjeyment i pend < 
bensien. If the Prophet 3§ has prohibited seein 

rou! without walls surreunding it as reperted in Mis*k 
Jest im case he might. after weking up, start walkicx 

without knowing it fall off the sides and imcur phi< 
injury, then why shouldn't such a game be prehib:: 


which actually causes injenes. 


Sabat patel «pit al 
s ebvieus that 
net SB. Sayy 


S_ Financial harm: Milliens of rupees are was‘ 
purpeselessly en kite-flying. Kites are expensive the wa 
they are, but now lighting systems, leud speakers, : 
invitations ete. have become an inevitable part of th 
game. r 

Chess = the candlang > 

9. Other sins: Apart from the above-me : arms NE ash’eri 

a > > : Sarvrana Ab: VR é . 

nowadays, firing in the air. yelling en leud speaker SQ ‘ d 

music, free-mixing between men and women have deo 4 — 
ever more common. Each one of these things in its i 

sin. Therefore, how can a game which consists of thes Onl the Saners 

things be permissiNe : 

= = He was once askeg about chess, 

A 


Because of the above-mentioned harms, the Jursts oe 
have forbidden kite-flying as it is played in the p: : ms) sheet Oh Pe 
day and age with snapping ether kites, snatch 
ete. to such an extent that even selling or baymeg bites ts 
impermissible and these whe sell Kites must too aegerty 
other means of sustenance which accrues lawfal moore 
(as im the register of ftawa Darel-Uloom Karacdi, wel Se D 1S: 
and $4.8 S07). 


Jrornsts have prtatated 2, 
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neighbourhood and interferes with their hijab (veiling of 
the faces). 


7. Physical injury: Newspaper reports show a drastic 
increase in injuries caused during kite-flying e.g. by 
falling off roof-tops etc. Similarly, many traffic accidents 
have occurred because of kite-flying. Most incidents don't 
even reach the reporters. To call such an injurious activity 
a game and means of enjoyment is beyond compre- 
hension. If the Prophet 3 has prohibited sleeping on a 
roci without walls surrounding it as reported in Mishkat, 
just in case he might, after waking up, start walking and 
without knowing it fall off the sides and incur physical 
injury, then why shouldn't such a game be prohibited 
which actually causes injuries. 


8. Financial harm: Millions of rupees are wasted 
purposelessly on kite-flying. Kites are expensive the way 
they are, but now lighting systems, loud speakers, dinner 
invitations etc. have become an inevitable part of the 
game. 


9. Other sins: Apart from the above-mentioned harms, 
nowadays, firing in the air, yelling on loud speakers, 
music, free-mixing between men and women have become 
ever more common. Each one of these things in itself is a 
sin. Therefore, how can a game which consists of these 
things be permissible. 


Because of the above-mentioned harms, the Jurists 
have forbidden kite-flying as it is played in the present 
day and age with snapping other kites, snatching strings 
etc. to such an extent that even selling or buying kites is 
impermissible and those who sell kites must too acquire 
other means of sustenance which accrues lawful income. 
(as in the register of fatawa Darul-Uloom Karachi, vol. 34- D:1510 
and 34-B :807). 


5 RIN ye cinta 
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Note: 

This ruling is only for that type of kite-flying which 
definitely consists of the above-mentioned harms and is 
famous in only some places. As for the kites which little 
kids fly just for the fun of it, without intending to snatch 
any other kite or cause harm is without doubt permissible 
as long as any of the above-mentioned harms is not 
involved and its ruling would be like that of playing with 
baloons i.e. even though it isn't beneficial, but for little 
kids there is no harm. And only Allah Almighty knows 
best. 


Indoor Games and Pastimes 
Chess: 

The Honourable Sahabah coer pee all us) hay 
explicitly prohibited it and it is obvious that they 
have heard it from the Prophet #5. Sayyidna 
to say: j 


GUS OLN re 3 deed oly parle 


Chess is the gambling of th 
Sayyidna Abu Musa Ash'ari 


Us olny Steal eb = 


Only the sinners play che 
He was once asked about chess, so he 


OL ae 3 igetielyy [LIT aii en Vy 


i 


It is falsehood (useless) and Allah does i 
falsehood. ‘eas 

In light of the above-mentioned and 

Narrations. Imam Abu Hanifah 

Jurists have prohibited it. 
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Backgammon: 
The Prophet 38 has strictly forbidden the playing of 
backgammon in Ahadith. Some are as follows: 


8) ot SU peley ale all le cl ol day Ge 
US planes, 4439 2 pred doh dno LIS 22 IL 

i Se 
The Prophet 38 said, "Whosoever plays 


backgammon is as if he dipped his hands in 
the blood and flesh of a pig. 


In another narration it is stated: 
BBE DN J yey ON ace ab oe) GAY oy lr 
dl ply domt oly, Sony y Ui ae Aad o JL sy Ju 


3 Set ois 
Whoever plays backgammon, has disobeyed 
Allah and His Messenger. 
Poker Cards 


The Jurists have prohibited poker for the following 
reasons: 

1) There are pictures on the cards. 

2) Usually gambling is involved. 


3) It is the passtime and hobby of the transgressors 
and non-believers. 


4) There is usually excessive indulgence in it. 
5) Instead of enjoyment, there is mental fatigue. 
6) There is no beneficial purpose behind it. 


Educational Card Games: 
Such card games which involve the creating of words 
through different letters written on cards are beneficial 
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F educational purposes and usually do not involve 
mbling. Therefore, if there isn't excessive indulgence, 
hey are permissible as there is no harm in playing with 


arom Board 
There seems to be no factors of impermissibility in 


fis game itself, but excessive indulgence in it is 


hibited as it leads to negligence towards obligatory 
fental and physical fatigue without committing any 
mti-Shariah act, it would be permissible. (as in 
dfayatul-Mutfti) 

Ludo 

The ruling of Ludo would apparently be the same a 


‘Carom-Board provided that no anti-Shariah act is con 
itted and the game-board does not have pictures oni 


es. However if it is played for a while to remove 


Those video games which do not contain pic 
animated objects, but only consist of non-animat 
such as space ships, aeroplanes, cars, hel 
battleships etc. as in Space Invaders and Pole F 
contain pictures of animated objects but are so sn 
they cannot be classified as pictures i.e. the eye: 
mouth etc. cannot be seen clearly and only their o atl 
Visible, then there is scope for playing such video gan 
for the sake of refreshening oneself and improvit 


alertness provided that the following conditions ar 


1) Gambling is not involved. 


2) Prayers aren't missed. 
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backgammon in Ahadith. Some are as follows: 
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BSA 
The Prophet 3% said, "Whosoever plays 


backgammon is as if he dipped his hands in 
the blood and flesh of a pig. 


In another narration it is stated: 
HE Md) Oh ace oy SAL ot hoe 
2fogly dartely Wy yy UI ae Add SL cad ope JE 


5S gS 
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Allah and His Messenger. 
Poker Cards 


The Jurists have prohibited poker for the following 
reasons: 


1) There are pictures on the cards. 


2) Usually gambling is involved. 


3) It is the passtime and hobby of the transgressors 
and non-believers. 


4) There is usually excessive indulgence in it. 
5) Instead of enjoyment, there is mental fatigue. 
6) There is no beneficial purpose behind it. 


Educational Card Games: 
Such card games which involve the creating of words 
through different letters written on cards are beneficial 


81 


for educational purposes and usually do not involve 
nbling. Therefore, if there isn't excessive indulgence, 
jey are permissible as there is no harm in playing with 
them. 


Carom Board 

There seems to be no factors of impermissibility in 
this game itself, but excessive indulgence in it is 
prohibited as it leads to negligence towards obligatory 
Guties. However if it is played for a while to remove 
mental and physical fatigue without committing any 
@nti-Shariah act, it would be permissible. (as in 
Kafayatul-Mufti) 


Ludo 


ee en en ae ae eee 


) The ruling of Ludo would apparently be the same as 
Carom-Board provided that no anti-Shariah act is comm 
itted and the game-board does not have pictures om it 


Video-Games 
Those video games which do not contain pictul 
"animated objects, but only consist of non-animatet 
Such as space ships, aeroplanes, cars, helica 
"battleships etc. as in Space Invaders and Pole Posi 
contain pictures of animated objects but are so small 
they cannot be classified as pictures i.e. the eyes, ni 
mouth etc. cannot be seen clearly and only their outline 
‘visible, then there is scope for playing such video game 
for the sake of refreshening oneself and improving 
Nalertness provided that the following conditions are 


fulfilled: 
1) Gambling is not involved. 


2) Prayers aren't missed. 


4) Education and other important day-to-day matters 
aren't affected. 


5) There's no extravagancy. 


6) There's no excessive indulgence. 


However those video games which contain pictures of 


animated objects and can be seen clearly are imper- 


missible especially when there is a strong presumption 
that: 


1) The unlawfulness of pictures will diminish from the 
minds and hearts. 


2) Prayers will be missed. 


3) Rights of others will not fulfilled and education and 
other important matters are affected. 


4) Extravagancy and excessive indulgence is conse- 


quent. 


Other than the above-mentioned harms, excessive 
indulgence in video games increases the mental fatigue 
instead of refreshening it which consequently leads to 


negligence in one's education and other important 
matters. 


Some more common Indoor Games’ 
Snooker, Pool, Bowling 
Their appears to be no reason for their impermi- 
ssibility provided that excessive indulgence and other 
obligations are not overlooked. 


1. This chapter has been added by the translator with the consent of 
the compiler. 


_ Board Games 
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Apart from Ludo, nowadays most board games contain 
pictures of animated objects. Therefore, care should be 
taken to firstly rub off the faces before playing. 


However, those seemingly never-ending board games 
which carry on for days and weeks such as Monopoly are 
Mislamically disapproved of as they are nothing but a sheer 
"waste of time and cause negligence from necessary 
) obligations and keep the minds distracted. 


" Wrestling, Karate, Kung-Fu, Boxing, Stick-fighting 
To learn these sports for the sake of Jihad and 
self-defence is permissible and within suitable limits 
these are a very good source of physical excercise. Extra 
precaution must be taken while practising that the head 
and face are not aimed at as it is impermissible to hit#? 
the face. 


It is impermissible and haram to lear 
these sports aggressively, offensively or op) 
order to cause harm or injury to someone 
valid cause. Similarly, to have fighting b 
other merely for the sake of enjoyment 
reason is not approvable as there are hea 
injuries and heart-breaking. 


Weight-Lifting 
Moderate weight lifting is also a beneficia 
_ physical exercise. But, firstly fitness experts @ 
should be consulted, otherwise it may be hazardou 


Some Modern Pastime 
Hobbies and Amusements 
It is also appropriate to mention the ruling 6} 


4) Education and other important day-to-day matters 
aren't affected. 


5) There's no extravagancy. 
6) There's no excessive indulgence. 


However those video games which contain pictures of 
animated objects and can be seen clearly are imper- 


missible especially when there is a strong presumption 
that: 


1) The unlawfulness of pictures will diminish from the 
minds and hearts. 


2) Prayers will be missed. 


3) Rights of others will not fulfilled and education and 
other important matters are affected. 


4) Extravagancy and excessive indulgence is conse- 
quent. 


Other than the above-mentioned harms, excessive 
indulgence in video games increases the mental fatigue 
instead of refreshening it which consequently leads to 
negligence in one's education and other important 
matters. 


Some more common Indoor Games' 
Snooker, Pool, Bowling 
Their appears to be no reason for their impermi- 
ssibility provided that excessive indulgence and other 
obligations are not overlooked. 


1. This chapter has been added by the translator with the consent of 
the compiler. 


Board Games 
Apart from Ludo, nowadays most board games contain 


p pictures of animated objects. Therefore, care should be 


taken to firstly rub off the faces before playing. 


However, those seemingly never-ending board games 
which carry on for days and weeks such as Monopoly are 
Islamically disapproved of as they are nothing but a sheer 
Waste of time and cause negligence from necessary 


) obligations and keep the minds distracted. 


Wrestling, Karate, Kung-Fu, Boxing, Stick-fighting 

To learn these sports for the sake of Jihad and 
self-defence is permissible and within suitable limits 
these are a very good source of physical excercise. Extra 
precaution must be taken while practising that the head 
and face are not aimed at as it is impermissible to hitd 
the face. 


It is impermissible and haram to learn’ 
these sports aggressively, offensively or opp 
order to cause harm or injury to someone 
valid cause. Similarly, to have fighting boul 
other merely for the sake of enjoyment with 
reason is not approvable as there are heal 
injuries and heart-breaking. 


Weight-Lifting 

Moderate weight lifting is also a beneficia 
physical exercise. But, firstly fitness experts ant 
should be consulted, otherwise it may be hazardowi 


Some Modern Pastime 
Hobbies and Amusements 
It is also appropriate to mention the ruling of) 
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hobbies which are commonly adopted nowadays as a 
means of enjoyment for the sake of passing time. After 
these so-called means of enjoyment are analyzed in the 
light of the Holy Qur'an, Ahadith and common sense, we 
will be able to see how harmful and injurious they are for 
one's mind, heart and soul. 


Listening to Music 

To melodiously recite righteous poems or listen to 
them for temporary enjoyment of the heart is not only 
permissible but also reported from the Sahabah and Pious 
Ulamah (may Allah be pleased with them). However, 
playing such songs which consists of musical instruments 
or the voice of a woman is haram (absolutely forbidden). 
As a matter of fact, it is in conflict with the purpdse of the 
Holy Prophet 4 being sent to us as mentioned in a 
Hadith: 


AUN JG AEE AU Spey dace al oy HL gl ye 
Ba rly gen p ayy Ge te Joye 
Sui 25l> gl ely, ru es)| yy coballs GY, pl 

be tently 
Sayyidna Abu Umama # reports that the 
Prophet 38 said, "Allah has sent me as a 
guidance and mercy for the believers and has 


ordered me to destroy all musical instruments, 


the cross and the customs of the days of 
ignorance," 


Ny pel y pS) Oglecey oll cal oy» Gi SS 
UWI Fo aNely, toed Bjlestl 
There will be such people from among my 


followers who will try to claim fornication, silk, 


Wine and musical instruments to be lawful 
(halal), 
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=) In another hadith it is stated: 
My et el) Cs LS la bs Ba Cs cll 


site y2 $12 yl 


Music creates hypocrisy in the heart just as 
1 water causes plants to grow. 

) In another Hadith it is stated: 

4 . : 
r yj Se ar Lge AU 2) pe el O! Al os 

Dd SN oe lel, Jae 5 453! 3b arc eee 
BEY cb > eed pi SBE eal itl Jy 
oe AW Jury aly Sy bl all, Joey ob aos 


sae! y25I2ylytertoly, “he fe aad ¢ 1 aaj ” 
Nafi ade ali i>, narrates that Sayyidna I 

_ Umar once heard a musical instrument 
"he blocked his ears with his fingers and mo 
away from the main road while askin 
Nafi'! Can you still hear it?” I replied,)"Yes 
then carried on until I replied,"I can't h 
anymore.” He then brought his mount 
onto the main road and said,"I was once 
the Messenger of Allah 32 when he also hi 
the sound of music and did the same thing. 
The former Grand Mufti of Pakistan, Mufti 
mad Shafi’ « i i, has written a very compr 
thesis concerning music in his arabic exegesis of 
lur'an named Ahkamul Qur'an which has 
‘anslated into urdu. He has dealt with the re 
@vidence from the Holy Qur'an and Ahadith, @ 
misconceptions and their answers regarding m Sic 
book should be referred to for more details. 
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Photography 
In Islam, taking pictures of animated objects or 
drawing them is impermissible and haram.The Mes- 


senger #8 has prohibited it in many narrations. Some are 
as follows: 


ty Og peal ULM py alll ue ile UI HI ot 

AWS Gisjet 

Surely, on the Day of Judgement, the most 

tormenting punishment will be given to those 
who make (animated) pictures. 

po) Sle Rad oy Oder) pra Ie 0 garner cyl! ot 

WAS Se tiely aril Ll >| 


Surely, those who make (animated) pictures 
will be punished on the Day of Judgement. 
They will be ordered to give life to what they 
made. 


Ao Nyala aS Gou Cd gee olbl oy 

SUAS Ss rtoly O31 gilt, 
Allah The Most High says, "Who is a greater 
oppressor than the one who who tries to create 


like Me. Let him try to create even a seed or an 
atom.” 


th Gl) al pp BS Lid tape a ey 

AW AS Fs batiely, erly ods ay 
Whoever makes an (animated) picture in this 
world, will be made to bring it to life, and he 
will not be able to. 


pe op OSE oll PB CNG gsc dN oo AE Ca, 
Oly LD als 4b oo! byte led ply On. 5, 
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Gok 5 soak y clland OI DN gles Olan opi 


AWS oS ataly, 


Sayyida Aisha i 4) .», narrates that the 
Prophet 4 once returned from a journey 
during which I had hung up a curtain with 
pictures on it. When the Prophet 32 saw it, he 
tore it up and said, "The most severe 
punishment on the Day of Judgement will be 
given to those who try to imitate the attribute 
of creating which is restricted only to Allah 
Almighty. Sayyida Aisha Ys i 2, says that 
we then made one or two pillows out of the 
curtains. 


These are only some ahadith concerning the severe 
consequences of making pictures of animated objects s. 1] 

Former Grand Mufti of Pakistan, Mufti Muhama a 
al At) z.>, has compiled a comprehensive boo 
fon this subject which entails the relevant 
n lings inferred from them alongwith a 
doubts and misconceptions concerning 
Sibility of making animated objects. Sot 
‘reproduced below: 


1. Making pictures whether by hand 
means of photogradhy is impermissibll 
only permissible to make pictut 
non-animated objects. 


a 
¥ 


2. Just as it is impermissible to hand 
animated objects, similarly, taking pie 
with a camera, publi- shing them or mow 
them etc. is also impermissible. Howeve 
is scope under cases of extreme compul- § 
get one's picture taken for passports a 
cards. ; 


The above was the ruling for ma 
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As far as the ruling for utilizing them is 
concerned, the following types of pictures may 
be brought to use: 


1) Animated pictures with heads cut off. 


2) Such animated pictures which are trampled 
upon e.g. pictures on the soles of shoes or on 
the floor etc. 


8) Very tiny animated pictures such as those 
on rings and buttons. 


4) Some Jurists have permitted dolls for little 
children to play with (p.47). However, since 
there is fear that the impermissibility of 
animated pictures will diminish from their 
hearts by excessively playing with dolls, it is 
better not to let them play with them. 


Warning: 
The manner in which nowadays, pictures are 


excessively and recklessly being taken without any sort of 


hesitation or fear of Almighty Allah at weddings, parties 

etc. is a matter worthy of consideration, as it is not only a 

major sin but also a means of immodesty, irreverance and 
disgrace to women alongwith being a public display of 
disobedience and opposition to the commands of Almighty 
Allah. May Allah Almighty save us all from incurring His 
wrath. It is a pity that even the elders and pious among 
families tend to overlook this matter which leaves room 
for this major sin to be committed openly at its highest 
level. It is the responsibility of the elders and pious to 
prevent such evident unlawfulness from being committed 
with utmost morality and sincerety. 


Watching Films 
“Watchimg films is a collection of many major sins at 


one time, such as: 
1. Music, its harms have just been mentioned shortly. 
2. Dancing and nudity . 


3. Looking at i.e. those women whom the Shariah has 
» forbidden us to look at. 


4. Free-mixing of men and women 


5. Devastation of morality and decent character by 
"showing indecent screen shots 


6. Propagation of obscenity and immodesty which fall 
right under the following verse of the Holy Qur'an: 


7. Criminal brainwashing: The role wi 
other TV programs have played in bra 
' creating a criminal mind and increasing the! 
) much t 0 evident and cannot be denied. 


j These are only some of the harms of filmsya 

in reality from beginning to end they are fi 
" various types of evils and harms. May Allal 
) save the coming generations from it. Ameen. 


_ Stage Drama 
There isn't much difference between films 
‘drama apart from the fact that films are 
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Opler Y gaily ples abilys iy Lil Sia 
Indeed for those who like that obseen 
widespread among those who belies 
tormenting punishment in this wo 


Hereafter and Allah knows and y 
know. (Sura An-Noor:19) 


| 
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screen and stage drama is performed live and usually 
pictures aren't taken. Otherwise, all of the other 
above-mentioned evils are present in it. 


Reading Novels’ 

Reading such novels which are slanderous and contain 
abusive language, obscenity, immorality, exhortion to 
commit crimes, stories of romance, love-affairs etc. as is 
the case of most novels found on the bookshelves today, 
merely for the sake of passing time and leisure, is nothing 
but to waste one's precious time, and if they effect the 
moral character and nature of a person as is most 
commonly observed nowadays, then it is impermissible to 
read such novels. 


Listening to Commentary and Sports Highlights’ 

It is allowed to listen to commentary and sports 
highlights on the radio now and then with moderation 
within suitable limits subject to the condition that it 
doesn't lead to excessive indulgence, negligence in 
religious and worldly duties and doesn't create love and 
affection for the non-believers. 


Conclusion 
These were some of the famous sports and games of 
the current era alongwith some hobbies and pastimes 
which have been analyzed from the Islamic point of view. 
Basically, the following points may be concluded from the 
detailed account given in this book: 


1. Each and every second of one's life is very precious 
and should be appreciated and utilized in its correect 
manner and place. 


1. The following two headings have been added by the translator 
with the consent of the compiler 


Za 
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2. It is not correct under any circumstance to make 
amusement and play the purpose and object of life. To do 
so is to invite ruin and loss at a collective and individual 
level in this world and the Hereafter. 


3. Islam dislikes laziness and idleness and 
"emphasizes agility and alertness. Therefore, such 
amusement and play within the limits of Sharia which 
are purposeful and beneficial and are not made the sole 
aim and purpose of life is permissible from the Islamic 


" perspective. 


q 4. Those games should be played which The Prophet 
j == has emphasized and are beneficial for jihad and 
fulfilling the commandments of Almighty Allah and rights 
_ of others. 


May Allah The Most High enable us al 
_ wholeheartedly act upon the teachings of Islam 
spheres of life, accomplish good deeds w 
and health and fulfil the commandmen 
Allah with agility and alertness § 
undertake the journey of this ever-per 
abode with ease and comfort and Yr 
destination of the everlasting her 
success and prosperity. Ameen. 


OIE OY Lo), 


90 


screen and stage drama is performed live and usually 
pictures aren't taken. Otherwise, all of the other 
above-mentioned evils are present in it. 


Reading Novels’ 

Reading such novels which are slanderous and contain 
abusive language, obscenity, immorality, exhortion to 
commit crimes, stories of romance, love-affairs etc. as is 
the case of most novels found on the bookshelves today, 
merely for the sake of passing time and leisure, is nothing 
but to waste one's precious time, and if they effect the 
moral character and nature of a person as is most 
commonly observed nowadays, then it is impermissible to 
read such novels. 


Listening to Commentary and Sports Highlights’ 

It is allowed to listen to commentary and sports 
highlights on the radio now and then with moderation 
within suitable limits subject to the condition that it 
doesn't lead to excessive indulgence, negligence in 
religious and worldly duties and doesn't create love and 
affection for the non-believers. 


Conclusion 
These were some of the famous sports and games of 
the current era alongwith some hobbies and pastimes 
which have been analyzed from the Islamic point of view. 
Basically, the following points may be concluded from the 
detailed account given in this book: 


1. Each and every second of one's life is very precious 
and should be appreciated and utilized in its correect 
manner and place. 


1. The following two headings have been added by the translator 
with the consent of the compiler 


91 


2. It is not correct under any circumstance to make 
amusement and play the purpose and object of life. To do 
So is to invite ruin and loss at a collective and individual { 
level in this world and the Hereafter. 


3. Islam dislikes laziness and idleness and 
emphasizes agility and alertness. Therefore, such 
amusement and play within the limits of Sharia which 
are purposeful and beneficial and are not made the sole 
aim and purpose of life is permissible from the Islamig 


perspective. 


fulfilling the commandments of Almighty 
of others. 


and health and fulfil the commandmen 
Allah with agility and alertness” 0 
undertake the journey of this ever-perishir 
abode with ease and comfort and reach ov 
destination of the everlasting hereafter wi 
success and prosperity. Ameen. 
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